Lesbian  and  gay 
writers  speak  out  at 
Black  conference 

Black  les/gay  writers ,  publishers ,  anthologers 
and  editors  issue  first  joint  statement  to  the 
Black  literary  establishment 


By  Colin  Robinson 

NEW  YORK  —  Individual  public  state¬ 
ments  by  two  young  gay  writers,  and  a  for¬ 
mal  statement  signed  by  twenty  published 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  writers,  editors,  an¬ 
thologers  and  publishers,  added  color  to  a 
largely  conservative  and  homogenous  Se¬ 
cond  National  Black  Writers’  Conference. 
The  conference,  held  March  24-27,  was 
organized  by  the  Humanities  Division  of 
Medgar  Evers  College,  with  funding  from 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Human¬ 
ities.  Medgar  Evers,  a  City  University  of 
New  York  Institution,  is  located  in  the  heart 
of  Brooklyn’s  Black  community,  with  which 
it  has  close  links.  The  majority  of  the  col¬ 
lege’s  students  are  women. 

Around  four  hundred  copies  of  a 
400-word  statement,  signed  by  Black  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  who  are  authors  and 
editors  of  books,  were  distributed  to  par¬ 
ticipants  and  panelists  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  statement,  which  included  a 
50-item  bibliography,  addressed  the 
systematic  exclusion  by  the  Black  literary 
establishment  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men 
“who  function  with  integrity,  refuse  to  be 
closeted,  and  address  Lesbian  and  Gay  op¬ 
pression  as  a  political  issue.”  Their  exclu¬ 
sion,  they  said,  was  from  “the  range  of  its 
[the  Black  literary  establishment’s]  ac¬ 
tivities.  These  include  participation  in  con¬ 
ferences,  invitations  to  submit  work  to  jour¬ 
nals  and  anthologies,  serious  and  non¬ 
homophobic  criticism  of  our  writing, 
positive  depictions  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
characters,  inclusion  in  Black  studies  course 
curricula,  and  all  levels  of  formal  and  infor¬ 
mal  mentoring  and  support.”  The  state¬ 
ment  brought  attention  to  the  “long  and 
proud  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  literary  tradi¬ 
tion,”  mentioning  such  writers  as  Alice 
Dunbar  Nelson,  Angelina  Weld  Grimke, 
Lorraine  Hansberry;  and  Countee  Cullen, 


Langston  Hughes,  Wallace  Thurman,  Alain 
Locke,  and  Richard  Bruce  Nugent  — 
without  whom  “the  Harlem  Renaissance 
could  not  have  occured.”  It  gave  special 
mention  to  James  Baldwin,  “undoubtedly 
the  best  known  African  American  writer,” 
who  opened  up  new  literary  territory  for  an 
entire  generation.”  Pointing  out  Baldwin’s 
“many  positive  depictions  of  Gay  male  rela¬ 
tionships  including  those  between  Biack 
men,”  it  paid  tribute  to  him  as  “a  special 
role  model  for  those  of  us  who  are  Lesbian 
and  Gay”  and  assailed  the  “concerted  ef¬ 
fort  to  ignore  the  fact  that  he  was  homosex¬ 
ual”  since  his  death  in  December  of  last 
year. 

First  joint  statement  to  Black  literary 
establishment 

The  coming  together  of  Joseph  Beam, 
Becky  Birtha,  Julie  Blackwomon,  Cheryl 
Clarke,  Anita  Cornwell,  Doris  Davenport, 
Alexis  DeVeaux,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Craig  G. 
Harris,  Essex  Hemphill,  Isaac  Jackson,  Cary 
Alan  Johnson,  Audre  Lorde,  Pat  Parker, 
Michelle  Parkerson,  Phillip  Robinson, 
Assotto  Saint,  Barbara  Smith,  Lamont 
Steptoe  and  Evelyn  C.  White  as  signators  to 
the  statement  represents  the  first  time  that 
Black  lesbian  or  gay  writers  have  collectively 
addressed  themselves  to  the  Black  literary 
establishment  in  this  way. 

“The  statement  is  not  a  specific  response 
to  this  conference,”  said  Joseph  Beam, 
editor  of  In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay  An¬ 
thology  and  Black/Out  magazine.  Beam, 
who  initiated  the  idea  of  the  statement  with 
Barbara  Smith,  editor  of  Home  Girls:  A 
Black  Feminist  Anthology  and  co-founder 
of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press, 
read  the  statement  to  the  poorly  attended 
closing  plenary  session  of  the  conference. 

Continued  on  page  6 


GCN  AND  AIDS 

EDITORIAL 


GCbT s  coverage  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  has 
not  met  the  needs  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  Our  attention  to  issues  such  as 
public  policy  and  AIDS  activism  has  not 
been  accompanied  by  information  crucial  to 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  all  people 
concerned  about  the  epidemic.  We  have  not 
regularly  printed  resource  lists,  safer  sex  and 
drug  use  guidelines,  or  discussions  of  sup¬ 
port  services  and  treatments.  Furthermore, 
GC/Vs  coverage  has  rarely  succeeded  in 
showing  the  many  faces  affected  by  the 
epidemic,  and  conveying  the  horror  that 
40,000  gay  men  —  white,  Black,  Latino, 
Native  American  and  Asian  —  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS,  with  22,000  dead... 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


IN  THIS  WEEK’S  CENTERSPREAD: 
REMEMBERING  BOB  ANDREWS 


Jackson  favored  among 
New  York  gay  Democrats 

Backed  by  none  of  the  city’s  gay  Democratic  clubs,  the 
Duke  gets  an  endorsement  from  the  Native,  renewing 
charges  that  the  weekly  paper  is  <(out  of  touch  ”  with  the 


x  Beam  (L)  and  Barbara  Smith  (Center)  wait  for  their  turn  at  the  microphone  to  read  the  joint  statement 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  writers,  editors,  anthologers  and  publishers 


community 

By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  Jesse  Jackson’s  presiden¬ 
tial  campaign  enjoys  strong  support  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  here,  despite  a 
last-minute  endorsement  for  his  chief  rival, 
Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis,  by 
the  New  York  Native,  the  city’s  only  lesbian 
and  gay  weekly  newspaper. 

As  the  Jackson  campaign  gained  momen¬ 
tum  among  lesbian  and  gay  Democrats  in 
New  York,  the  Native  and  Mayor  Ed  Koch 
joined  forces  to  try  to  deny  Jackson  the 
April  19  New  York  primary  vote,  endorsing 
Dukakis  instead.  Despite  support  from  con¬ 
servative  elements  of  the  Democratic  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  Dukakis  has  little 
overall  support  in  the  community,  accor¬ 
ding  to  New  York  activists.  Lisa  Parrish,  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Independent  Democrats 
(GLID),  credited  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC)  with  alerting 
the  New  York  community  to  Dukakis’  anti¬ 
gay  foster  care  policy. 

Two  of  the  three  major  Democratic  clubs 
in  New  York,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Independent 
Democrats  (GLID)  and  Lambda  Indepen¬ 
dent  Democrats  (LID),  overwhelmingly  en¬ 
dorsed  Jackson,  while  Stonewall 
Democratic  Club  (SDC)  recently  endorsed 
Tennessee  Senator  Albert  Gore. 

Jackson  received  25  percent  of  the  state 
vote  in  the  1984  New  York  primary,  but 
hopes  to  receive  40  percent  this  year  by 
garnering  union,  progressive  and 
lesbian  and  gay  votes,  said  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras,  who  has  been 
campaigning  for  Jackson  in  gay  com¬ 
munities  around  the  country. 

Observers  estimate  lesbian  and  gay  votes 
account  for  a  significant  percentage  of 
Jackson’s  growing  support  among  white 
progressive  voters.  Michigan,  where 
Jackson  received  over  40  percent  of  the 
white  vote,  and  Wisconsin,  where  he  receiv¬ 


ed  24  percent,  both  contain  large  pro¬ 
gressive  lesbian  and  gay  communities  that 
mobilized  in  support  of  Jackson.  Scondras 
predicted  the  lesbian  and  gay  vote  would 
propel  Jackson  to  the  presidency. 

According  to  a  New  York  Daily  News  exit 
poll  in  1984,  over  60  percent  of  lesbian  and 
gay  voters  backed  progressive  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  Carol  Bellamy  in  her  mayoral  cam¬ 
paign  against  Koch.  Parrish  estimated  that 
at  least  an  equal  number  will  vote  for 
Jackson  on  Tuesday.  “Jackson  has  been 
there  for  us,”  said  David  Taylor  of  GLID. 
“He  was  there  for  us  four  years  ago  at  the 
Democratic  convention  and  he  was  with  us 
at  the  March  on  Washington.  He  has  far  and 
away  the  best  stance  on  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.”  Jackson  is  scheduled  to  address  a  ma¬ 
jor  rally  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center  in  New  York  on  April  15. 

The  mainstream  media  has  minimized 
both  Jackson’s  success  so  far  and  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community’s  role  in  that  success, 
said  Marjory  Hill,  a  Black  lesbian  and 
Jackson  supporter.  “He  is  the  candidate  of 
choice.  Black  lesbians  and  gays  didn’t  have 
to  drag  anyone  in  to  support  him.  It  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  how  well  Jackson  speaks  to 
everyone  that  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  has  mobilized  behind  him,”  said  Hill.  • 

Rochester  City  Councilor  Allen  Mains, 
the  only  openly  gay  elected  representative  in 
the  state,  told  GCN  that  Dukakis  has  avoid¬ 
ed  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  so  far. 
When  Dukakis  has  been  forced  to  address 
lesbian  and  gay  issues,  he  has  distorted  his 
record.  According  to  the  Washington  Post, 
Dukakis  said  in  a  recent  debate  he  would 
“not  rule  out”  lesbian  and  gay  foster 
parents,  although  his  own  Massachusetts 
policy  makes  it  virtually  impossible  for  them 
to  be  parents.  And  in  an  interview  with  the 
Continued  on  page  2 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“He  most  certainly  can  say  the  word 
‘gay.’  We  have  two  family  members  who  are 
gay.” 

—  Kitty  Dukakis  responding  to  the 
charge  that  her  husband,  presidential 
hopeful  Michael  Dukakis,  is  afraid  of  saying 
the  “G-word”  when  questioned  about  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  issues.  Gay  activist  Allen 
Roskoff  reports  that  the  First  Lady  hopeful 
was  sitting  next  to  him  at  last  week's 
presidential  debate  in  New  York  when  he 
made  the  criticism  of  the  Duke  out  loud  to 
someone  sitting  nearby.  Roskoff  said  he 
told  Kitty  Dukakis  that  having  two  openly 
gay  family  members  is  not  reflected  in  the 
Dukakis  campaign.  □ 

First  Northwest  Int’l 
Les/Gay  Film  Fest 

OLYMPIA,  WASH.  —  The  first  North¬ 
west  International  Lesbian/Gay  Film 
Festival  will  take  place  April  28  to  May  1  at 
the  Evergreen  State  College  here.  The 
festival  features  a  cross-cultural  selection  of 
over  18  narrative,  documentary,  and  ex¬ 
perimental  films  and  video  shorts  made  by 
and  about  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Among  the  films  offered  are  Pervola, 
Tracks  in  the  Snow  (Netherlands,  1985) 
judged  San  Francisco’s  “best  of  the  festival” 
last  year;  November  Moon  (West  Ger¬ 
many/France,  1984)  the  story  of  a  relation¬ 
ship  between  two  women  that  surives 
German-occupied  France  in  1940;  The  Out¬ 
siders  (Taiwan,  1986)  the  first  film  with  a 
gay  theme  to  be  licensed  by  the  government 
of  Taiwan;  and  Two  in  Twenty  (U.S.,  1987) 
the  world’s  first  lesbian  soap  opera. 

Housing,  van  service,  and  childcare  are 
available.  For  more  information,  call  (206) 
866-6000  X6544. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Bishops  favor  talk 
over  action  on  the 
“sin  of  sexism” 

WASHINGTON  —  A  proposed  state¬ 
ment  by  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  released  this 
week  speaks  against  “the  sin  of  sexism”  and 
addressed  two  very  controversial  issues: 
birth  control  and  women’s  role  in  the 
ministry.  In  each  case,  the  bishops  en¬ 
courage  continued  discussion  while  reaffir¬ 
ming  the  church’s  strong  opposition  to  con¬ 
traception  and  women’s  ordination  to  the 
priesthood. 

According  to  the  excerpts  printed  in  the 
Boston  Globe,  the  pastoral  statement 
acknowledges  the  “challenging  reality  of 
our  time. ..that  there  is  a  wide  gap  between 
what  the  church  teaches  about  artificial  con¬ 
traception  and  the  actual  practice  of  many 
Catholic  women.”  While  unquestionably 
supporting  the  official  prohibition  of  con¬ 
traception,  the  bishops  call  for  “dialogue 
between  those  who  find  prohibitions  against 
artificial  contraception  unacceptable  and 
those  who  find  that  the  natural  regulation  of 
births  enriched  and  preserved  their  mar¬ 
riage....  We  especially  encourage  a  spirit  of 
compassion  towards  those  who  in  good  con¬ 
science  have  not  lived  in  accord  with  the 
ideals  set  forth  by  the  church.” 

The  bishops  tell  men  that  they  must 
“assume  responsibility  for  their  sexual 
behavior  and  not  ...  place  either  the  blame 
or  burden  of  that  responsibility  on 
women,”  adding  that  women  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  pressured  into  abortions 
“legitimize  and  perpetuate  male  irrespon¬ 
sibility.” 

The  statement  also  suggests  that  the 
Catholic  church  seriously  consider  remov¬ 
ing  the  current  bar  against  women  serving  as 
deacons  (the  step  below  ordained  priest¬ 
hood,  which  was  recently  opened  to  married 
men),  lectors  and  acolytes.  “These  instances 
of  exclusion,”  they  argue,  “seem  to  stand  in 
contradiction  to  our  call  for  women’s  direct 
involvement  in  the  life  of  the  church.”  With 
regard  to  the  priesthood,  however,  the 
bishops  point  to  an  “unbroken 
tradition... which  witnesses  to  the  mind  of 
Christ”  that  only  men  may  be  ordained. 
“The  church  is  not  free  to  depart  from  that 
tradition.” 

Throughout  the  statement  the  bishops 
decry  “the  evil  and  injustice  of  sexism  and 
its  tenacious  hold  on  attitudes  and  assump¬ 


tions.”  They  call  all  Catholics  to  a  “pledge 
to  reject  clearly  and  consistently  human 
structures  and  patterns  of  activity  that  in 
any  way  treat  women  as  of  lesser  worth  than 
men.” 

The  draft  statement  was  more  than  five 
years  in  the  making,  and  is  likely  to  be  the 
subject  of  much  additional  debate  before  it 
is  put  to  a  final  vote  of  U.S.  bishops  in 
November  1989. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

AIDS  hospice 
planned  for  Boston 

BOSTON  —  The  first  local  hospice  for 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  has  received  city 
endorsement  and  will  likely  open  within  a 
year  in  the  Mission  Hill  neighborhood.  The 
plan  —  implemented  by  Hospice  West  Inc., 
a  Waltham-based  AIDS  support  group  — 
calls  for  converting  a  nursing  home  on 
Parker  Hill  Avenue  into  a  facility  for  20 
PWAs.  The  hospice  will  provide  private 
rooms  as  well  as  common  areas  and  offices 
for  medical  treatment  and  counseling. 
Hospice  West  must  still  finalize  plans  to  buy 
the  property  and  secure  funding  from  both 
state  and  private  sources.  The  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  has  planned  a  fundraiser 
to  benefit  the  hospice. 

The  proposed  program  will  allow  PWAs 
to  maintain  their  independence  while  living 
in  a  supportive  atmosphere  that  includes 
medical  care.  Women  and  men  are  eligible 
to  use  the  facility,  though  children  must  be 
joined  by  a  parent.  Hospice  West  organizers 
drew  on  San  Francisco’s  “Coming  Home” 
AIDS  hospice  for  ideas;  they  expanded  on 
that  model  by  including  extensive  medical 
care  and  Medicaid  licensing  in  the  plans  for 
the  Boston  project. 

Organizing  for  the  hospice  began  quietly 
because  of  fear  that  some  Mission  Hill 
residents  would  oppose  the  plan.  A  meeting 
between  residents  and  Hospice  West 
organizers  in  early  April  allayed  any 
neighborhood  hesitation,  according  to 
reports  in  the  Boston  Globe.  Don  Gillis, 
director  of  the  city’s  Office  of 
Neighborhood  Services,  said  the  neighbors 
“generally  are  compassionate  and  expressed 
a  willingness  to  listen  to  the  proposal.” 
Besides  the  support  of  Mayor  Raymond 
Flynn,  the  hospice  has  been  endorsed  by 
many  community  and  political  groups  in 
Boston. 

The  Hospice  West  proposal  explains  that 
“hospice  care  includes  medical,  social, 
psychological,  spiritual  and  practical 
care....  Hospice  also  offers  family  members 
and  friends  support  counseling  and 
guidance  through  the  bereavement  period.” 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Zinc  deficiency 
linked  to  AIDS, 

ARC 

ITALY  —  Zinc  deficiency  may  contribute 
to  immune  suppression  in  people  who  have 
AIDS  and  ARC,  report  researchers  who 
have  found  thymic  hormone  failure  and  zinc 
deficiency  in  seven  people  with  AIDS  and 
seven  with  ARC. 

According  to  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
zinc  is  necessary  for  the  circulation  of 
thymulin,  which  is  produced  by  the  thymus 
gland.  The  preliminary  results  indicate  that 
dietary  supplements  of  zinc  may  help  pre¬ 
vent  immune  destruction  in  seropositive  in¬ 
dividuals.  There  is  no  evidence,  however, 
that  zinc  can  help  reverse  existing  immune 
system  damage. 

Low-level  zinc  deficiencies  are  very  com¬ 
mon  in  the  U.S.  population. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

HIV  status 
disclosure  and 
contract  tracing 
allowed  in 
Pennsylvania 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  A  new  executive 
order  allows  physicians  to  report  the  names 
of  individuals  who  test  positive  for  HIV  to 
state  health  authorities.  According  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News,  physicians  may 


voluntarily  report  seropositive  individuals  if 
they  believe  they  need  the  assistance  of  state 
authorities  in  counseling  clients  about  pro¬ 
tecting  others  from  the  virus.  Contact  trac¬ 
ing  will  also  be  done  if  the  physician  or 
public  health  officials  deem  it  necessary. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Many  Glamour 
readers  think 
mothers  to  blame 

NEW  YORK  —  Nearly  half  of  the  young 
women  responding  to  a  Glamour  reader 
survey  say  that  women  whose  babies  suffer 
birth  defects  should  be  criminally  pro¬ 
secuted  if  the  defects  are  attributed  to  their 
failure  to  heed  medical  advice  during  their 
preganancy.  Half  of  the  respondents  also 
believe  that  courts  should  be  able  to  force  a 
pregnant  woman  to  undergo  medical  treat¬ 
ment  to  benefit  a  fetus,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Maryland  gov.  won’t 
take  AIDS  advice 
from  his  own  panel 

ANNAPOLIS,  MD  —  Governor  William 
Schaefer  has  rejected  five  of  the  seven 
recommendations  submitted  by  his  AIDS 
Advisory  Council,  raising  fears  that  he  does 
not  understand  the  AIDS  crisis  in  the  state. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News 
Schafer  rejected  proposals  to  decriminalize 
sodomy  and  possession  of  hypodermic 
needles,  as  well  as  proposals  to  censure 
medical  professionals  who  refuse  to  treat 
people  with  AIDS.  He  also  passed  over 
measures  to  ensure  the  confidentiality  of 
both  private  and  health  department  medical 
records.  The  two  accepted  proposals  require 
that  sperm  donors  be  tested  for  HIV  and 
that  laboratories  doing  antibody  screening 
report  the  number  of  people  taking  the  test 
and  the  percentage  who  test  positive. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Support  group  for 
Black  gay  men 

BOSTON  —  A  new  support  group  is 
forming  here  for  Black  gay  men.  The  group, 
called  ADODI/Boston  is  modeled  after  a 
group  by  the  same  name  which  formed  in 
Philadelphia  in  1986.  Adodi  is  a  Portuguese 
word  derived  from  the  Yoruba  language  of 
West  Africa,  meaning  “homosexual  Black 
man.” 

For  information  about  the  group,  contact 
David  at  (617)  451-6872,  or  Charles  at  (617) 
884-2478. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


New  York 

Continued  from  page  I 

Villiage  Voice  last  week,  Dukakis  denied 
that  his  own  Foster  Care  Advisory  Commis¬ 
sion  voted  overwhelmingly  to  overturn  his 
anti-gay  foster  care  policy. 

Margaret  Cerullo,  of  GLDC,  accused 
Dukakis  of  “misrepresenting”  his  policies 
in  order  to  appeal  to  the  large  lesbian  and 
gay  communities  in  important  upcoming 
primary  states  such  as  New  York,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  California. 

Vin  McCarthy,  a  gay  Boston  lawyer  who 
has  campaigned  for  Dukakis  in  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  denied  the  charge  that 
Dukakis  is  misrepresenting  his  foster  care 
policy.  McCarthy  also  downplayed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  homophobic  foster  care 
policy.  “We  have  agreed  to  disagree  on  the 
issue.  The  courts  will  decide  the  issue.” 
However  in  a  1985  GCN  article,  McCarthy, 
a  father  of  three,  compared  laws  prohibiting 
lesbians  and  gay  mem  from  becoming  foster 
parents  to  a  law  passed  in  Nazi  Germany 
which  prohibited  Jews  from  teaching. 

McCarthy  told  GCN  that  Jackson  is 
“more  progressive  than  McGovern,”  while 
Dukakis  is  an  “electable  liberal”  who  will 
have  a  significant  lesbian  and  gay  presence 
in  his  administration.  “We  must  be 
pragmatic  here.  Dukakis  is  good  on 
women’s  issues,  is  pro-choice  and  will  make 
important  appointments  to  the  Supreme 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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South  Bay 
Veterinary 
Group 

587  Tremont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Louis.  J.  Guida,  DVM 
BOSTON'S  FULL  SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


id&t 


Need  a  licensed 
carpenter-builder? 


•  We  do  restaurants,  stores,  offices,  homes 
•  Building  or  renovation 
•  Unusual  architecture  to  the  ordinary  & 
cosmetique 

•  Concrete  to  elegant  finish 

•  Decks,  stairs,  baths,  etc. 

CALL  RICHARD  769-6974 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


. . 


Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
. .  .if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends. .  .if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Heaith  Center 
16  Haviland  St..  Boston.  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


Koop  on  AIDS: 
Overrated  and  deceptive 

Have  the  Surgeon  General’s  strong  points  obscured  his 
deeply-rooted  conservativism? 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop 
cuts  a  daunting  figure  of  authority.  Tall, 
barrel-chested,  patrician  and  graced  with  an 
articulate  turn  of  tongue,  the  chief  medical 
consultant  to  President  Ronald  Reagan 


evokes  power  and  competence.  While  he 
may  be  critical  of  some  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  positions,  Koop  is  a  respectful  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  president,  always  upholding 
his  leadership.  Koop  is  also  a  conservative 
with  fundamentalist  religious  views  who 
loathes  abortion  so  deeply  he  has  produced 
books  and  films  against  it. 

Yet  Koop  —  whose  1982  appointment 
spread  waves  of  concern  among  feminists, 

Though  Koop  may  use  frank 
and  accessible  language  in 
discussing  safer  sex  and  the 
transmission  of  AIDS,  he 
assumes  medical  information 
about  treatment  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  lay  audiences 

communities  of  color  and  public  health 
educators  —  has  garnered  wide  praise  as  a 
beacon  of  enlightenment  on  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  and  prevention.  He  has  been  painted  as 
a  valiant  crusader  against  AIDS-related 
discrimination  and  a  key  force  behind 
quieting  irrational  fears  about  AIDS.  Why 
has  Koop,  who  represents  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment  so  lethally  lax  in  addressing  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  been  granted  so  many  accolades? 

Certainly,  Koop  deserves  credit  for  ad¬ 
vocating  frank  sex  education  as  early  as 
elementary  school.  He  also  has  used  his 
highly  visible  position  to  promote  explicit 
safer  sex  education  for  all  people.  Koop  has 
particularly  ruffled  the  feathers  of  his  con- 

Round  16 
for  the  gay 
rights  bill 

Massachusetts  activists 
gear  up  for  another  State 
House  showdown 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  gay 
rights  bill  has  overcome  its  first  hurdle  of  the 
1988  legislative  session.  By  a  10-5  vote  on 
April  12,  the  joint  Senate  and  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Labor  gave  Senate 
Bill  47  a  favorable  report  and  ruled  to  send  it 
to  the  Senate  for  further  consideration.  The 
measure  —  which  aims  to  ban  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in 
areas  of  jobs,  housing,  credit  and  public  ac¬ 
commodation  —  must  first  be  approved  by 
the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
before  a  final  vote  can  be  taken  by  the  full 
Senate. 

“The  gay  rights  bill  is  a  good  organizing 
tool  that  energizes  the  community,”  said 
David  LaFontaine,  a  member  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBL/GPA).  "I'm  inclined  to  think  we 
need  to  be  very  visible  to  rally  support.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  still  reeling  from  what  happened  last 
year  and  I  just  hope  they  won’t  be 
discouraged.” 

The  struggle  to  enact  state  gay  rights  pro¬ 
tections  in  Massachusetts  was  bitterly 
stymied  last  winter  when  the  bill  was  killed 
in  committee  after  receiving  majority  ap¬ 
proval  in  both  the  House  and  Senate.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  protesters  stormed  the  State  House 
to  protest  the  legislation’s  demise.  1988 
marks  the  sixteenth  year  gay  rights  legisla- 


Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop 


servative  brethren  by  suggesting  the  use  of 
condoms.  In  addition,  he  consistently 
reiterates  that  AIDS  is  not  a  casually 
transmitted  disease. 

However,  Koop  did  not  publicly  utter  a 
word  about  AIDS  until  late  1986,  six  years 
into  what  he  now  describes  as  “one  of  the 
most  infectious  diseases  ever  to  hit  the 
human  race.”  Thousands  of  gay  men  had 
died  —  and  people  of  color  had  become  in¬ 
creasingly  devastated  by  AIDS  —  before 
Koop  acknowledged  the  epidemic.  He  con¬ 
tinues  to  defend  the  federal  government’s 
response  to  AIDS  and  does  not  express 
urgency  about  developing  cures  and  vac¬ 
cines  for  the  disease.  Though  he  may  use 
frank  and  accessible  language  in  discussing 
safer  sex  and  the  transmission  of  AIDS,  he 
assumes  medical  information  about  treat- 

Continued  on  page  7 

tion  has  been  introduced  in  the  state,  and 
bill  supporters  expressed  hope  that  momen¬ 
tum  and  publicity  from  last  year’s  fight  will 
keep  interest  lively  for  this  go-around. 

“We  can’t  send  out  the  message  that 
we’re  backsliding,”  said  Arline  Isaacson, 
co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC).  “We  need 
to  keep  reminding  legislators  that  we  receiv¬ 
ed  a  majority  of  votes  in  1987  and  that  we  in¬ 
tend  to  keep  up  the  pressure.  We  won’t  let 
the  gay  rights  bill  die  now.” 

Isaacson,  who  is  working  in  the  State  House 
as  a  gay  rights  bill  lobbyist,  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  legislators  may  be  reluctant  to 
back  gay  rights  legislation  in  an  election 
year.  For  example,  Isaacson  pointed  out  the 
bill  already  faced  an  impasse  this  year  when 
members  of  the  Commerce  and  Labor  Com¬ 
mittee  could  not  agree  about  whether  to 
send  it  first  to  the  House  or  Senate. 
Legislators  were  apparently  afraid  to  lose 
constituent  support  if  they  publicly  backed 
gay  rights.  A  motion  by  Sen.  Lois  Pines 
(D-Newton)  finally  succeeded  at  pushing  the 
bill  onward. 

“We  can’t  take  any  phase  of  this  bill’s 
progress  for  granted,”  LaFontaine  explain¬ 
ed.  “It’s  ominous  that  so  much  opposition 
has  focused  so  early.  There  are  a  lot  of  irra¬ 
tional  fears  out  there.” 

LaFontaine  also  said  that  despite  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis’  stated  endorsement  of  the 
gay  rights  bill,  the  governor  appears  to  be 
“keeping  a  lower  profile  this  year”  on  lend¬ 
ing  support. 

Members  of  MASS  ACT  OUT,  the  les- 
bian/gay  political  organization  which 
spearheaded  many  of  last  year’s  demonstra¬ 
tions  —  including  a  daily  State  House  vigil 
in  support  of  the  gay  rights  bill  —  said  the 
group  is  now  deciding  whether  to  reactivate 
the  vigil.  MASS  ACT  OUT  will  hold  an 
open  community  forum  along  with 
GBL/GPA  and  MGLPC  to  discuss  coor¬ 
dinating  strategies.  The  meeting  is  slated  for 
April  25  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Boston  City  Hall.Q 


Moving  to  meet  the 
needs  of  women  in  the 
age  of  AIDS 

Boston  conference  redresses  invisibility,  offers  feminist 
context 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  A  conference  on  Women 
and  AIDS  sponsored  by  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  took  place  here  on 
April  9.  Over  400  participants  gathered  at 
Suffolk  University  to  explore  the  myriad 
issues  affecting  women  during  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  The  day-long  event,  titled  “Our 
Communities  Respond,”  sought  to  involve 
a  diversity  of  women,  including  women  with 
AIDS,  ARC  or  who  are  HIV-positive, 
women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  who 
use  IV  drugs.  The  conference  also  offered 
varied  perspectives  on  AIDS  from  medical 
practitioners,  social  service  providers, 
political  activists  and  others. 

Discussion  at  the  conference  was  often 
provocative.  Presentations  were  organized 
to  delve  into  both  personal  concerns  about 
AIDS  and  community-wide  responses  to  the 
epidemic.  Some  participants,  however,  ex¬ 
pressed  frustration  by  an  occasional  lack  of 
focus  in  conference  offerings.  Others  were 
concerned  that  conflicts  in  scheduling 
precluded  participation  in  certain 
workshops.  Nonetheless,  conference  plan¬ 
ners  clearly  tried  to  open  dialogue  and  put 
out  “food  for  thought”  on  how  to  move 
forward  in  fighting  AIDS. 

Though  uncertainty  remains  about  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  AIDS  will  spread  among 
women  in  the  U.S.,  several  alarming  facts 
demonstrate  the  need  for  concern.  The  CDC 
(Centers  for  Disease  Control)  reports  that 
women  make  up  seven  percent  of  total  U.S. 
AIDS  cases,  while  in  other  countries 
(predominantly  in  Africa  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean)  50  percent  of  people  with  AIDS  are 
women.  Currently  in  the  U.S.,  women  are 
proportionately  the  fastest  growing  group 
of  people  with  AIDS,  with  women  of  color 
comprising  an  especially  large  percentage  — 
51  percent  of  women  with  AIDS  are  Black, 
21  percent  Latina.  In  New  York  City,  AIDS 
is  now  the  primary  cause  of  death  for 
women  25-29  years  old.  Plus,  the  number  of 
children  with  AIDS  is  doubling  about  every 
nine  months,  with  over  90  percent  of  in¬ 
fected  children  under  five  years  old  being 
children  of  color. 

“How  can  we  use  this  information  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  infection  in  women  and 
children  and  to  anticipate  treatment 
needs?”  asked  Constance  Wofsy,  co¬ 
director  of  AIDS  activities  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  and  the  conference 
keynote  speaker.  “To  begin,  accurate  infor¬ 
mation  about  AIDS  transmission  and 
prevention  must  be  focused  on  the  women 
at  greatest  risk  —  Black  and  Hispanic 
women  —  and  on  their  sex  partners.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  efforts  to  avoid  stigmatizing  these 
groups  may  have  contributed  to  denial  of 
their  particular  risk.  National  magazines, 
when  dramatizing  the  risk  of  heterosexual 
transmission  of  AIDS,  feature  cover 
photographs  of  white  teenagers,  white 
women  and  white  couples  and  support  the 
misimpression  that  AIDS  in  heterosexuals  is 
a  white  disease,  just  as  previous  reports  con¬ 
veyed  the  false  impression  that  AIDS  is  a 
gay  disease.” 

AIDS  and  feminism 

As  well  as  attempting  to  dispel  misinfor¬ 
mation,  planners  of  the  Women  and  AIDS 
conference  offered  a  feminist  perspective  on 
events  throughout  the  day.  For  example, 
presenters  pointed  out  that  women  remain 
largely  invisible  in  discussions  of  AIDS  ex¬ 
cept  in  two  roles:  as  vectors  for  transmission 
either  through  childbirth  or  prostitution. 
The  lives  of  women  themselves  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  a  priority,  while  health  care  for 
women  remains  inadequate  and  inaccessi¬ 
ble.  Furthermore,  the  reproductive  rights  of 
women,  particularly  women  of  color  who 
are  at  highest  risk  for  contracting  AIDS, 
continue  to  be  disregarded  amidst  a  mania 
for  HIV  antibody  testing. 

Other  specific  issues  raised  at  the  con¬ 
ference  include  the  need  to  step  up  educa¬ 
tion  and  outreach  among  women  who  use 
IV  drugs,  since  sharing  unclean  works 
(needles,  syringes,  etc.)  seems  to  be  the 
fastest  growing  mode  of  transmission  for 
women.  Concerns  of  homeless  women, 


adolescents  and  children  were  discussed  as 
well.  The  conference  also  addressed  the  im¬ 
pact  of  AIDS  on  women  health  workers  — 
worldwide,  about  90  percent  of  all  nurses, 
social  workers,  educators  and  home  health 
aides  are  women.  Plus,  the  work  of  unpaid 
health  care  often  falls  to  women.  A  con¬ 
ference  pamphlet  explained:  “Volunteerism 
is  increasingly  seen  as  the  answer  to  the 
escalating  costs  of  caring  for  those  with 
AIDS  and  ARC,  without  regard  for  the 
enormous  burden  these  illnesses  already 
place  on  those  communities  with  the  least 
support  and  resources  from  the  health  care 
delivery  system.” 

Wofsy’s  keynote  address,  while  attemp¬ 
ting  an  almost  impossibly  broad  discussion 
about  AIDS  and  women,  did  hone  in  on 
specific  areas  most  hurtful  Tor  women. 
“Women  are  being  blamed  for  giving 
[AIDS]  to  their  kids,”  Wofsy  said.  “There’s 
a  terrible  grief  that  goes  along  with  such 
blaming.  Similarly,  prostitutes  are  pegged 
for  blame  —  the  fact  is,  prostitutes  are  much 
more  likely  to  educate  others,  use  safer  sex, 
to  know  and  deal  with  the  issues.  Prostitutes 
make  great  educators  because  they’re  com¬ 
fortable  with  sexuality.” 

Many  conference  offerings  helped  draw 
connections  between  AIDS  and  other  issues 
of  politics  and  sex.  A  resource  room 
organized  by  the  Boston  Reproductive 
Rights  Network  (R2N2)  distributed 
literature  and  sold  books,  condoms  and 
dental  dams.  R2N2  also  coordinated  the 
showing  of  AIDS  videotapes  throughout  the 
day,  including  videos  about  AIDS  in  the 
Latino  and  Black  communities,  safer  sex 
videos  and  a  video  in  which  women  confront 
Robert  Gould,  the  doctor  who  wrote  a 
Cosmopolitan  article  advising  heterosexual 
women  that  AIDS  is  not  their  concern.  The 
afternoon  was  capped  by  a  panel  of  women 
discussing  personal  experiences  related  to 
AIDS.  Closing  remarks  by  Veneita  Porter, 
executive  director  of  Rhode  Island  Pro- 
ject/AIDS,  sought  to  explore  connections 
among  issues  raised  at  the  conference  while 
instilling  the  need  for  unity  among  all 
women  and  men  in  combatting  AIDS. 

Lots  of  theory  —  what’s  the  practice? 

Smaller  group  workshops  at  the  Women 
and  AIDS  conference  were  offered  in  two 
sessions:  morning  and  afternoon  slots 
featured  two  and  a  half  hour  discussion 
groups  ranging  from  “Disenfranchised 
Women  and  the  Stigma  of  AIDS”  to  “Les¬ 
bian  and  Bisexual  Women  and  AIDS”  to 
“Advocacy  and  Direct  Services  for  Women 
with  AIDS  and  Their  Families.”  Since  par¬ 
ticipants  could  opt  for  only  two  workshops, 
some  specific  information  was  not  broadly 
disseminated  and  the  possibility  for  cross- 
cultural  exchange  was  limited.  For  example, 
two  simultaneous  workshops  —  one  for 
Latinas  and  another  for  lesbians  —  resulted 
in  the  Latina  group  being  nearly  all 
heterosexual  and  decreased  the  racial  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  lesbian  group. 

Conference  organizers  explained  they 
were  hoping  to  provide  “safe  space”  for 
discussion  among  certain  groups.  They  also 
said  they  chose  workshop  facilitators  with 
varied  expertise  in  an  effort  to  encourage  all 
groups  to  delve  deeper  into  topic  areas.  The 
conference  program  explained:  “...we  in¬ 
tend  to  make  links  between  the  multitude  of 
factors  drawn  together  by  HIV  infection  in 
women.  The  planning  committee  hopes  the 
connections  between  economics,  racism, 
sexism,  health  care  systems,  politics  and 
HIV  infection  will  be  woven  into  each 
workshop  rather  than  in  a  single  one.” 

The  approach,  though  well-intended, 
may  have  contributed  to  a  preponderance  of 
theoretical  and/or  analytical  discussions 
about  AIDS  with  less  focus  on  concrete  in¬ 
formation.  In  a  workshop  on  women  and 
sexuality  in  the  age  of  AIDS,  much  talk 
centered  on  the  importance  of  being  sex¬ 
positive  —  of  putting  “joy  and  juice  back 
into  our  lives.”  However,  specific  informa¬ 
tion  and  instruction  about  safer  sex  for 
women,  especially  lesbians,  was  not  clearly 
Continued  on  page  7 
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EDITORIAL 


GCN  and  AIDS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


GCNs  coverage  of  the  AIDS  epidemic 
has  not  met  the  needs  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  Our  attention  to  issues  such  as 
public  policy  and  AIDS  activism  has  not 
been  accompanied  by  information  crucial  to 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  all  people 
concerned  about  the  epidemic.  We  have  not 
regularly  printed  resource  lists,  safer  sex  and 
drug  use  guidelines,  or  discussions  of  sup¬ 
port  services  and  treatments.  Furthermore, 
GCN s  coverage  has  rarely  succeeded  in 
showing  the  many  faces  affected  by  the 
epidemic,  and  conveying  the  horror  that 
40,000  gay  men  —  white,  Black,  Latino, 
Native  American  and  Asian  —  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS,  with  22,000  dead. 

GCN's  inadequate  coverage,  discussed 
over  the  past  few  years,  was  the  subject  of 
special  meetings  in  November  and 
December,  resulting  in  a  new  AIDS  working 
committee.  On  April  11,  three  members  of 
ACT  UP/Boston  attended  a  GCN  staff 
meeting  to  express  anger  about  our  AIDS 
coverage.  The  problems  •  cited  paralleled 
many  of  those  we  have  identified,  and  the 
meeting  increased  the  urgency  felt  by  many 
staff  members  that  change  must  occur  im¬ 
mediately,  that  GCN  must  be  more  accoun¬ 
table  to  our  readers,  and  that  GCN  must 
reach  out  for  help  in  making  change.  The 
meeting  prompted  us  to  share  our  internal 
discussions  about  the  paper’s  coverage  with 
you,  our  readers. 

In  addition  to  discussing  our  plans  for  im¬ 
proved  coverage  last  Monday,  the  GCN 
staff  and  ACT  UP  members  discussed  the 
following  problems:  Boston  is  underinform¬ 
ed  about  AIDS;  the  paper  and  much  of  our 
community  discuss  the  epidemic  from  out¬ 
side  rather  than  inside,  setting  up  an  “us” 
versus  “them”  relationship  with  PWAs,  as 
well  as  with  people  who  are  HIV-positive, 
AIDS  activists,  and  care  workers.  We 
agreed  that  a  much  stronger  sense  of  urgen¬ 
cy  needs  to  be  brought  to  our  coverage. 

In  addition,  GCN  must  publish  accessible 
medical  information  in  the  paper  and 
develop  ongoing  contact  with  PWAs  using 
both  mainstream  medical  and  alternative 
treatments.  The  coverage  must  highlight  the 
leadership  role  of  PWAs  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  in  the  struggle  against  AIDS. 

As  a  result  of  months  of  committee  work,  a 
number  of  changes  will  begin  in  GCN  next 
week.  Safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines  will 
begin  appearing  weekly  in  the  classified  sec¬ 
tion,  and  monthly  in  the  features  section, 
accompanied  by  personal  stories  by  com¬ 
munity  members  about  safer  sex. 

Also  beginning  next  week  will  be  a  listing 
of  local  and  national  resources  and  statistics 
on  the  number  of  people  with  AIDS.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  two  staff  members  are  working  with 
the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  People  with  AIDS  to  publish  a 
regular  column  by  PWAs,  and  two  others 
are  seeking  sources  to  fund  a  full-time  staff 
AIDS  writer. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  article 
topics  the  staff  and  AIDS  committee  have 
generated  and  begun  soliciting: 

•  AIDS  anxiety:  how  we  experience  it  and 
how  people  cope  with  it 

•  What  are  the  symptoms  that  should 
alert  people  to  seek  medical  attention  for 
ARC  or  AIDS? 

•  The  HIV  antibody  test:  whether  to  get 
tested,  what  the  test  means,  where  to  get 
tested  confidentially 

•  Caring  for  those  living  with  AIDS  and 
caring  for  the  care-givers 

•  An  overview  of  current  Western  medical 
and  alternative  treatments  for  AIDS,  by 
PWAs  using  the  various  treatments 

•  Practical  information  on  wills,  in¬ 
surance,  power  of  attorney 

•  Older  and  younger  gay  men  discussing 
different  experiences  of  coming  out  now, 
versus  before  AIDS 

•  How  to  remain  sex-positive  in  an  anti¬ 
sex,  homophobic  climate 

•  True  safer  sex  anecdotes  and  erotic 
stories 


•  A  discussion  by  bisexuals  about  the 
scapegoating  that  community  has  faced  as  a 
result  of  the  AIDS  epidemic 

•  Gay  male  safer  sex  parties 

•  Alcohol  and  drug  use  in  relation  to  safer 
sex 

•  Dialogue  between  lesbians  and  gay  men 
working  together  in  AIDS  activist  and  ser¬ 
vice  organizations 

•  The  effectiveness  of  house  parties  as 
educational  tools  for  Black  gay  and  bisexual 
men 

Your  help  is  essential  in  dramatically  im¬ 
proving  our  AIDS  coverage.  We  need  help 
finding  writers  for  the  articles  listed  above, 
plus  help  with  research,  leads  on  writers, 
and  ideas  for  articles. 

We  urge  all  readers  and  community 
members  to  attend  our  next  AIDS  commit¬ 
tee  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  17  at  6:30  p.m. 
at  GCN.  If  you  can’t  attend  the  meeting  but 
would  like  to  help  or  give  your  input,  please 
call  us  at  (617)  426-4469.  We  also  urge  you 
to  use  GCN's  letters  and  Speaking  Out 
pages  to  share  your  thoughts  about  AIDS 
and  about  GCN's  coverage.  GCN  is  also 
considering  holding  open  meetings  with  the 
Boston  community  (and  all  others  who  can 
come)  to  critique  the  paper. 

In  order  to  ensure  dramatic  improvement 
in  our  AIDS  work,  the  staff  has  discussed 
some  of  the  many  barriers  that  hinder  our 
AIDS  coverage.  We  recognize  that  our  pro¬ 
foundly  different  relationships  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic  affect  our  work:  some  of  us  are 
high  risk,  are  experiencing  high  levels  of 
AIDS  anxiety,  and/or  have  lost  friends  and 
lovers  to  AIDS;  others  of  us  are  low  risk  and 
largely  removed  from  the  daily  toll  and  the 
life-altering  effects  of  the  epidemic. 

We  have  discussed  personal  denial  about 
AIDS,  and  concerns  about  accepting  CDC 
statistics  and  anti-sex  safer  sex  guidelines. 
We  have  acknowledged  that  our  political 
and  personal  disagreements  affect  not  only 
our  AIDS  coverage,  but  all  of  our  work,  and 
that  wrestling  with  these  issues  must  be  an 
ongoing  part  of  staff,  membership  and 
AIDS  committee  meetings. 

GCN  must  address  AIDS  because  of  the 
direct  devastating  effects  on  gay  men  and 
the  homophobia  and  personal  loss  that  af¬ 
fect  gay  men  and  lesbians  alike.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  growing  to  play  a  more  important 
role  in  addressing  the  crisis.  This  role  can  in¬ 
clude  providing  education  and  information 
about  living  daily  with  AIDS. 

In  addition,  GCN  will  continue  to  cover 
the  political  implications  of  the  disease. 
AIDS  makes  tragically  clear  the  connections 
between  those  our  culture  considers  expen¬ 
dable  at  best:  gay  men  and  lesbians,  people 
of  color,  drug  users,  prisoners,  prostitutes, 
women,  and  poor  people.  The  AIDS 
epidemic  provides  our  country  with  blatant 
examples  of  the  atrocities  which  affect  our 
community:  an  inaccessible  health  care 
system;  judgmental  attitudes  about  the  use 
of  drugs  and  alcohol,  coupled  with  an  inade¬ 
quate  commitment  to  providing  treatment; 
the  advocacy  of  sexual  conservatism  instead 
of  life-saving  sex  education;  an  increasing 
attack  on  civil  liberties,  as  demonstrated  by 
mandatory  HIV  testing;  and  prioritizing 
corporate  profits  over  affordable  AIDS 
treatments. 

As  we  work  to  improve  and  expand  our 
coverage,  we  hope  to  reveal  the  many  faces 
living  with  AIDS,  and  to  cover  the  anger, 
grief  and  power  of  our  community  as  we 
mobilize  to  support  one  another  and  to  fight 
the  epidemic. 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  consensus  of  the 
full-time  staff  collective. 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  i2  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Telling  the  truth  to  each  other 

Dear  GCN : 

Since  James  Baldwin’s  death  in 
December,  there  has  been  a  blatant  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  straight  media  and  the 
straight  Black  literary  establishment  to  bury 
the  fact  that  he  was  gay.  The  enclosed  letters 
to  the  New  York  Times  Book  Review  and  to 
the  Albany  Times  Union  were  never 
published.  Since  Ebony  is  published  month¬ 
ly,  I  do  not  know  yet  if  they  have  decided  to 
print  the  letter  that  I’ve  sent  to  them.  As  I 
stated  in  my  GCN  article  about  Baldwin,  it 
is  infuriating  that  we  are  so  ghettoized 
because  of  homophobia  that  we  usually  only 
get  to  tell  the  truth  to  each  other. 

I  also  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
compliment  GCN  on  your  stellar  Black 
History  Month  coverage  and  on  Marea 
Murray’s  compelling  articles  about  her  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  Lesbian  AIDS  Activist.  Keep 
up  the  good  work. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara  Smith 
Albany,  NY 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
Ebony  Magazine 
820  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60605 

To  the  Editor: 

Although  Ebony’s  intentions  may  have 
been  positive  in  presenting  an  article  about 
the  threat  of  AIDS  to  the  Black  community 
(“The  Hidden  Fear:  Black  Women,  Bisex¬ 
uals  and  the  AIDS  Risk”),  the  article  was 
itself  quite  negative  and  even  dangerous  to 
our  understanding  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

Laura  B.  Randolph  employed  a  barely 
disguised  sensationalistic  tone  throughout. 
It  was  clear  that  her  goal  was  to  present  her 
opinions  as  opposed  to  facts  by  putting 
forth  the  erroneous  notion  that  Black 
women  are  being  victimized  by  both 
homosexual  and  bisexual  Black  men.  In 
fact,  sexual  contact  with  heterosexual  male 
IV  drug  users  accounts  for  the  majority  of 
the  cases  of  women  who  contract  AIDS. 

I  find  it  particularly  repugnant  and  inac¬ 
curate  that  Ms.  Randolph  would 
characterize  Black  gay  male  activists  in 
general  and  Gil  Gerald  and  Craig  Harris  in 
particular  as  individuals  who  might  know¬ 
ingly  put  anybody,  male  or  female,  at  risk. 
Ms.  Randolph  and  Ebony  owe  Mr.  Gerald 
and  Mr.  Harris  a  printed  apology  for  distor¬ 
ting  their  very  real  commitment  and  ongoing 
work  to  prevent  AIDS  in  the  entire  Black 
community. 

Finally,  it  is  obvious  that  Ms.  Randolph 
believes  that  some  people’s  lives  are  more 
worthy  of  saving  than  others.  According  to 
her,  bisexuals  and  gay  men  are  the  vic- 
timizers  and  women  are  their  innocent  prey. 
To  her  mind,  some  people  (gays,  bisexuals, 
and  lesbians)  deserve  to  get  AIDS  and  others 
(heterosexuals)  do  not.  I  hope  that  Ebony 
will  publish  another  article  about  AIDS  in 
the  near  future  that  is  fair  and  accurate  and 
that  you  will  also  help  to  save  Black  lives  by 
printing  detailed  safer  sex  guidelines  in  all  of 
your  future  issues. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara  Smith 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  New  York  Times  Book  Review 

229  W.  43rd  Street 

New  York,  NY  10036 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  I  attended  James  Bladwin’s  funeral, 
I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  tributes  to  him 
made  available  to  a  much  wider  audience. 
I  was  once  again  disappointed,  however, 
that  none  of  his  fellow  writers  nor  the  other 
funeral  speakers  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Baldwin  was  also  homosexual.  Baldwin’s  in¬ 
tegrity  and  courageous  frankness  about  his 
sexuality,  long  before  the  contemporary  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  movement,  indicates  that 
he  considered  it  to  be  an  important  element 


of  his  identity.  His  depiction  of  gay 
characters,  some  of  whom  were  Black,  is 
also  a  significant  element  of  his  writing. 

For  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men,  especial¬ 
ly  for  those  of  us  who  are  writers,  James 
Baldwin  was  a  unique  role  model  who  will 
be  sorely  missed.  A  crucial  element  of  his 
brilliance  was  his  capacity  to  tell  the  truth, 
often  about  matters  that  most  would  prefer 
to  ignore.  It  is  ironic  that  a  major  truth 
about  him,  which  he  never  saw  fit  to  deny, 
was  not  shared  at  the  hour  of  his  death. 
Finally,  it  is  tragic  that  too  few  recognize 
that  his  being  gay  was  indeed  integral  to  his 
magnificence. 

_  Sincerely, 

Barbara  Smith 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
Times  Union 
Box  15000 
Albany,  NY  12212 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  read  the  Times  Union’s 
coverage  of  Albany’s  third  annual  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King.  This 
year’s  celebration,  in  which  I  participated, 
was  particularly  moving  because  it  honored 
Bayard  Rustin,  the  civil  rights  leader,  and 
James  Baldwin,  the  writer. 

I  was  deeply  disappointed,  however,  that 
the  Times  Union,  as  well  as  the  New  York 
State  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Commission, 
failed  to  mention  that  Rustin  and  Baldwin 
were  not  only  Black  men  who  spent  their 
lives  fighting  for  racial  justice,  but  were  also 
gay  men,  who  had  the  courage  to  be  truthful 
and  proud  about  who  they  were. 

I  attended  Baldwin’s  funeral  in  December 
in  New  York  and  the  same  silences  and 
omissions  occurred  there.  Painfully, 
homophobia  dictates  that  in  order  to  be  a 
“hero,”  one  must  by  definition  be  hetero¬ 
sexual.  Or  if,  horror  of  horrors,  one  is  les¬ 
bian  or  gay,  this  fact  must  not  be  mentioned 
in  order  to  be  accorded  hero  or  even  human 
status. 

Rustin  and  Baldwin  did  not  live  their  lives 
in  the  closet.  If  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
maintain  an  accurate  historical  record,  it  is 
necessary  to  acknowledge  that  they  were 
both  Black  and  homosexual.  I  look  forward 
to  the  day  when  it  is  finally  understood  that 
for  persons  of  their  caliber,  being  gay 
and/or  lesbian  is  absolutely  integral  to  their 
magnificence. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Barbara  Smith 


No  AIDS  spending  in  13  states! 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  March  24  copy  of  USA  Today  one 
article  in  particular  got  me  upset.  Not  only  is 
the  State  of  Louisiana  ignoring  and  denying 
its  PWAs  who  are  imprisoned,  but  they  are 
ignoring  every  PWA  in  the  state! 

Their  source  was  the  American  Journal  of 
Public  Health  which  reported  that  13  states 
spend  NO  money  on  AIDS  education  or 
treatment.  Thirteen  states  once  united  to 
‘free’  themselves;  now  thirteen  are  united  to 
MURDER  people. 

Evidently  compassion  does  not  appear  in 
the  constitution  of  these  states,  which  are 
condoning  a  crime  which  they  imprison 
their  citizens  for  committing. 

I  will  close  before  my  anger  floods  into 
my  pen. 

Thank  you  for  the  great  work  you  do, 
Richard  Dennard 
108996,  Mag.  4 
Angola,  LA  70712 


The  divine  God  of  fat-hating 

Dear  GCN: 

One  wonders  how  “Ellen  G.”  (GCN 
Community  Voices,  April  3)  “discovered” 
that  Divine  “died  of  obesity”  if,  as  she 
claims,  this  “fact”  was  “nowhere  discussed 
in  the  press.”  Does  she  know  Divine’s  doc¬ 
tors  personally,  perhaps,  or  does  she  have  a 
direct  line  to  the  God  of  Fat-hating,  who 
keeps  her  posted  about  the  punishments 
S/FIe  metes  out  on  those  who  dare  to  take 
on  the  wrong  shape?  —  no  doubt  most 
especially  on  those  who  then  have  the 
audacity  to  do  something  highly  visible  like 
making  flamboyant  movies  instead  of 
hiding  in  closets,  as  fat  people  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  do.  (As  queers  we  all  know  about 
hiding  in  closets,  and  about  refusing  to.) 
No  doubt  Ellen  G.  did  read  about  this 
alleged  cause  of  death  in  the  press  and  took 
it  at  face  value,  despite  the  fact  that  the 


media  is  far  too  fat-phobic  to  be  accepted 
uncritically  as  a  source  on  this  topic,  and 
despite  the  fact  that  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  fat,  health  problems,  and  compulsive 
eating  are  far  too  complex  and  political  for 
the  mainstream  media  to  be  bothered  with. 
(Remember  that  this  is  the  same  press  that 
implies  that  homosexuality  causes  AIDS.) 

I  agree  with  Ellen  that  there  should  be 
more  discussion  in  the  gay  media  about  fat 
liberation,  as  well  as  about  compulsive 
eating.  I  only  wish  she  hadn’t  tried  to 
discuss  these  two  issues  in  one  letter.  Her 
willingness  to  be  vulnerable  about  her  own 
experiences  of  the  pain  of  compulsive 
eating  is  admirable,  but  her  need  to  project 
her  experiences  on  to  Divine  —  who  may  or 
may  not  have  been  a  compulsive  eater,  may 
or  may  not  have  died  of  some  condition  in 
which  his  weight  was  a  contributing  factor, 
and  may  or  may  not  have  been  proud  of  his 
big  body  and  pleased  as  punch  to  have  some 
weight  to  throw  around  —  is  rude  to  a  man 
who  is  not  around  to  speak  for  himself  and 
rude  to  other  fat  gay  men  who  just  lost  one 
of  the  few  positive  role  models  they  had  and 
don’t  need  “Ellen  G.”  kicking  them  in  the 
teeth  —  ostensibly  "for  their  own  good.” 

I  only  wish  that  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  was  half  as  “daunted”  by  Fat 
Liberation  as  Ellen  G.  thinks  it  is,  so  that  a 
GCN  editorial  and  a  flood  of  letters  could 
be  expected  in  response  to  a  letter  such  as 
hers,  promoting  as  it  does  the  same  tired 
fat-kills,  fat-people-could-change-and-be- 
normal-if-they-would-only-try  bullshit. 
Some  would  argue  that  being  queer  is  bad 
for  your  health  and  that  anyone  who  tries 
hard  enough  can  be  straight.  Which  may  be 
or  may  not  be  true — after  all,  living  as  an 
outlaw  certainly  promotes  stress-related 
problems  and  limits  one’s  access  to  un¬ 
biased,  helpful  health  care,  and  some 
queers  have  forced  themselves  to  live 
heterosexual  lives — but  so  what?  Our  whole 
movement  is  based  on  the  principle  that  it’s 
the  ignorant,  hate-filled  homophobes  who 
need  to  change,  not  their  would-be  gay/les¬ 
bian  victims  who  are  refusing  to  be  victimiz¬ 
ed  any  more.  It  shouldn’t  take  gay  people 
much  mental  energy  to  analogize  this  situa¬ 
tion  to  fat  people.  Yet  the  hate  and  the 
compulsive  dieting  continue,  even  in  our 
own  community,  with  adverse  effects  on 
many  people’s  physical  and  mental  health. 

Pam  Mitchell 
Cambridge,  MA 

More  on  gay  American  Indians, 
please 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  presently  incarcerated  (and  in  isola¬ 
tion).  While  I  was  still  in  general  [prison] 
population  I  used  to  read  GCN  regularly 
because  a  neighbor  of  mine  would  pass  it  on 
down  to  me  after  she  got  thru  reading  it. 
However  now  that  I’m  living  down  here  in 
segregation  I’ve  been  unable  to  get  my 
hands  on  any  and  I’m  going  cold  turkey. 
You  really  got  me  hooked.  I  enjoy  your 
publication  immensely! 

I’m  wondering  if  your  rag  is  available  to 
indigent  prisoners.  If  there  is  some  way  I 
could  get  my  own  subscription,  even  tho  I’m 
indigent.  I  have  to  tell  you  I  really  miss 
reading  it. 

One  other  thing.  There  are  12  American 
Indians  on  this  one  small  unit  of  TDC 
[Texas  Department  of  Corrections]  and  all 
of  us  are  gay.  I  know  there  have  to  be  many, 
many  gay  Indians  throughout  this  land  and 
Canada,  so  if  you  could  publish  more  ar¬ 
ticles  and  provide  more  info  as  to  what’s 
available,  where  we  could  touch  base  at,  it 
would  certainly  be  welcomed  reading  for 
sure. 

Thank  you  so  much.  Keep  up  the  good 
work! 

Sincerely, 
Jolene  YellowQuill 
440938 
Rt  4  Box  800 

■  Gatesville,  TX  76528 

Spiraling  intolerance 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  deep  gratitude 
to  Debbie  W.,  whose  letter  was  in  the  March 
6-12  issue.  While  it’s  true,  of  course,  that 
there  are  individuals  in  here  (just  as  there  are 
out  there)  whose  sole  purpose  is  to  exploit, 
there  are  also  those  of  us  in  here  who  have 
come  to  realize  that  other  people  mean  more 
than  a  source  of  exploitable  goods.  We  have 
realized  this,  but  are  stuck  in  a  microcosm 
where  these  views  are  at  times  derided  and 


scorned  (again,  just  like  out  there).  We  also 
see  on  television  talk  shows  an  ever- 
increasing  condemnation  of  prisoners  as 
well  as  spiraling  intolerance  of  others  with 
different  viewpoints. 

I  truly  hope  the  day  never  comes  where  I 
must  wake  up,  wipe  the  sleep  from  my  eyes 
and  know  deep  in  my  heart  that  not  only 
must  I  endure  the  physical  and  emotional 
oppression  of  incarceration,  but  I  must  also 
accept  the  fact  that  no  one  on  the  other  side 
of  those  walls  cares  either. 

A  friend  recently  gave  me  an  issue  of 
GCN,  and  upon  seeing  their  prison  project 
my  heart  and  hopes  lifted.  While  I  have  not 
yet  placed  an  ad,  I  intend  to  do  so.  I  ask 
you  who  might  write  to  imagine  yourself  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  community  where  your  past 
lifestyle,  in  this  case  your  being  gay,  is  open¬ 
ly  condemned.  You  live  in  an  apartment 
building  where  you  cannot  tell  your 
neighbors  of  your  sexual  preference,  and 
you  fear  the  streets  due  to  active  oppression 
of  your  kind.  If  you  can  imagine  this,  then 
you  know  the  feeling  many  of  us  here  will 
experience  on  that  dreaded  day  mentioned 
above. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

On  the  lack  of  TV/TS  support 
and  the  community  center 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  people  involved 
in  the  Community  Center  project  that  you 
should  Be  Careful  to  open  it  to  ALL 
members  of  the  community,  not  just  a  few.  I 
worked  for  4  years  with  the  Gay  Community 
Service  Center  in  Los  Angeles  when  it  was 
on  Wilshire  Blvd.  and  THEN  it  was  truly  a 
center  open  to  all:  street  people, 
transvestites,  ALL  colors,  rich  and  poor, 
and  even  NAMBLA  persons.  If  you  are  go¬ 
ing  to  call  yourself  a  “Community  Center” 
you  should  be  open  to  all  of  us. 

And  to  the  person  who  complained  that 
there  is  little  mention  of  TV/TS  issues  in 
GCN,  if  you  have  ever  read  other  Gay  or 
Lesbian  publications  you  would  find  NO 
mention  at  all  practically;  as  a  matter  of  fact 
some  so-called  “gay /lesbian”  publications 
refuse  to  even  accept  the  TV/TS  community 
as  members  at  all! 

It’s  true  some  of  us  would  like  to  see 
MORE,  but  we  need  to  do  some  of  it 
ourselves,  or  it  won’t  get  done.  To  get  ar¬ 
ticles  other  than  those  about  some  Queen  or 
TV/TS  person  being  robbed,  murdered  or 
dying  from  an  overdose,  we  need  to  get  ac¬ 
tive  in  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  and 
publications  and  make  our  presence  known. 

We  fought  for  our  rights  (and  theirs!)  at 
Stonewall  but  most  have  forgotten  us. 
Although  the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  is  a  very  supportive 
group.  [Their  address  is:  NCBLG,  930  F 
St.NW,  Washington  DC  20004.]  Hopefully 
other  groups  will  join  them  and  accept  ALL 
members  of  the  community  as  equal. 

We  all  need  each  other, 
John  “Gypsy”  Prowett 
Minority  Prison  Project 
_  3214  Anna  St. 

Little  Rock,  AR  72204 

I  know  an  insult  when  I  see  it 

Dear  GCN: 

For  a  paper  that  prides  itself  in  its  o-so- 
correct  politics  you  sure  show  your  true  col¬ 
ors  sometimes.  I  am  referring  to  using  the 
word  “cracker”  in  the  article  about  how 
great  gay  academics  are.  (Vol.  15,  #27,  Jan. 
24-30)  “CRACKER,”  in  case  you  didn’t 
realize  it  —  and  I  can’t  believe  that  —  refers 
to  poor  Southern  people.  Poor  people  like 
those  who  can’t  afford  to  go  to  good  col¬ 
leges.  Poor  people  like  those  who  go  to 
prisons  because  they  don’t  have  good 
lawyers.  Poor  people  like  those  who  have  to 
work  more  than  40  hours  a  week  to  make  a 
living  wage  and  don’t  have  the  choice  to  sit 
around  and  tell  everybody  else  how  to  live 
their  lives.  I  don’t  see  “nigger,”  “spic,”  or 
"bohunk”  in  your  paper  and  I  don’t  want 
to  see  “cracker”  either.  I  may  not  ever  get  to 
a  good  school  or  a  good  job  but  I  know  an 
insult  when  I  see  it.  Thanks  for  reminding 
me  how  much  my  cracker  life  matters  to 
your  paper  and  all  of  the  high  and  mighty 
things  you  like  to  talk  about. 

Louanne  Patmore 
Boston,  MA 
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Black  writers 

Continued  from  page  I 

Beam  spoke  of  his  reaction  to  two  open  let¬ 
ters  which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Times 
Book  Review  in  January.  The  letters,  sub¬ 
mitted  by  a  number  of  established  Black 
writers,  were  a  collective  tribute  to  Toni 
Morrison,  in  response  to  the  National  Book 
Award  jury’s  failure  to  recognize  her  latest 
novel  Beloved.  “It  seemed  like  the  same 
recognition  they  were  asking  for  from  the 
white  establishment  they  weren’t  extending 
to  lesbian  and  gay  writers.”  The  Times  let¬ 
ters  also  noted  that  James  Baldwin  had 
never  received  any  major  literary  award  in 
his  lifetime. 

Although  Smith  and  Beam  are  among  the 
most  publicly  visible  Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  they  spoke  of  their  apprehension  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  about  reading  the  state¬ 
ment  publicly.  “It  did  take  courage,”  Smith 
noted.  She  continued,  referring  to  Beam, 
“Tears  came  to  my  eyes  to  see  someone 
else’s  [courage].  1  had  somebody  to  stand 
beside  me  this  time.” 

Smith  said  she  was  motivated  to  organize 
the  statement  when  she  discovered  in 
January  that  “here  was  another  Black  lit¬ 
erary  conference  I  was  not  invited  to  and  no- 
one  I  knew  was  invited  to....  I  felt  it  was 
time  to  do  something,  to  call  attention  to  a 
very  tired  and  constant  dynamic.”  She 
recalled  her  own  experience  at  Howard 
University’s  fourth  national  Black  writers’ 
conference  in  1978  —  the  last  event  of  its 
kind  until  the  tradition  was  revived  by  John 
Oliver  Killens  at  Medgar  Evers  two  years 
ago.  Invited  to  speak  at  the  ’78  conference, 
Smith,  in  her  presentation,  drew  on  her  sem¬ 
inal  essay,  “Toward  A  Black  Feminist  Crit¬ 
icism.”  Referring  to  the  event  as  “an  untold 
chapter  in  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  history,” 
she  recounted,  “The  crowd  went  wild  ... 
and  not  in  a  positive  sense.” 

The  first  Medgar  Evers  conference  in  1986 
was  organized  by  Killens  before  his  death. 
Strongly  criticized  by  Black  feminists  for  its 
exclusion  of  Black  women  writers  who  were 
feminist  or  who  addressed  sexual  politics  in 
their  writing,  the  conference  was  boycotted 
by  many  women;  and  it  was  rumored  that  or¬ 
ganizers  had  deliberately  refused  to  invite 
Audre  Lorde,  despite  pressure  from  women 
at  the  college. 

Lorde,  invited  to  this  year’s  conference 
but  unable  to  attend,  was  replaced  by  Becky 
Birtha.  Birtha’s  presentation  did  address 
lesbian  writing.  Writer  Michelle  Wallace, 
who  was  included  on  a  panel  on  new  trends 
and  emerging  images  of  Black  men,  criticiz¬ 
ed  the  representation  of  women  among  con¬ 
ference  presenters  during  the  panel’s  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session.  Speaking  to  the 
panel’s  attendees,  who  were  two-thirds 
women,  she  mentioned  Smith’s  initial  non¬ 
invitation  as  an  example  of  women’s  exclu¬ 
sion.  Chief  conference  organizer  and  former 
Killen’s  protegee,  Elizabeth  Nunez-Harrell, 
rushed  to  the  microphone  in  defense  of  the 
organizers. 

Smith  participated  in  an  independent 
publishing  panel,  a  last-minute  addition  to 
the  conference.  She  credited  advocacy  by 
Andree  Nicola-McLaughlin  and  Safiya 
Bandele  of  the  Center  for  Women’s 
Development  at  Medgar  Evers  for  her  inclu¬ 
sion.  She  was  also  part  of  a  woman’s  round¬ 
table,  organized  by  Nicola-McLaughlin  and 
Bandele  as  an  adjunct  to  the  conference. 
Other  roundtable  participants  were  Gail 
Lewis,  a  Black  lesbian  and  feminist  activist 
and  theorist  from  Britain,  and  Daphne 
Busby,  executive  director  of  Brooklyn’s 
Sisterhood  of  Black  Single  Mothers. 

Smith  was  asked  by  Nicola-McLaughlin 
to  read  the  writer’s  statement  at  the  round¬ 
table,  before  it  was  read  to  the  conference. 
Smith  described  the  responses  of  the  fifty 
member  audience  as  “very  supportive.” 
They  included  an  offer  by  the  publisher  of 
BAND ,  a  small  Black  literary  magazine,  to 
reprint  it.  “It  shows  how  much  diversity 
there  is  in  some  ways  in  the  Black  communi¬ 
ty  around  issues  of  sexual  identity,”  Smith 
said.  Bandele,  who  “knew”  the  audience, 
described  it  as  “women  who  are  basically 
supportive  of  other  women  and  others  who 
are  not,  but  just  came  for  information.” 
She  characterized  the  response  to  the  state¬ 
ment  as  "absolutely  typical”  of  the  Medgar 
Evers  women’s  community.  “External 
homophobic  reactions  tend  to  radicalize  the 
women,”  Bandele  explained. 

13-year-old  lesbian  and  her  mother  find  role 
models 

One  response  at  the  roundtable 
underscored  the  very  purpose  of  the  state¬ 
ment.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  event  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  writers  at  the  con¬ 


ference,  it  came  from  a  13  year-old  writer, 
Malkia  Cyril,  who  attended  the  session  with 
her  mother.  The  teenager  had  come  to  the 
conference,  Smith  recounted,  expecting  to 
see  Audrey  Lorde,  the  only  adult  Black  les¬ 
bian  she  knew  —  and  a  role  model  for  her. 
She  stepped  up  to  the  microphone  to  share 
with  Smith  and  Lewis  her  happiness  at  dis¬ 
covering  in  them  other  Black  lesbians  and 
role  models.  Cyril  later  explained,  “I’ve 
been  waiting  for  a  long  time  so  that  I  could 
see  a  positive  lesbian  role  model  for  myself 
to  follow.  So  I  can  continue  the  way  I’ve 
been  living,  knowing  that  it’s  ok  ...  knowing 
that  it’s  right.” 

“This  is  too  heavy! ’’’Smith  laughed  later, 
“It’s  a  beautiful  thing  ...  it’s  the  fantasy  of 
what  you  hoped  your  life  would  be  like  — 
with  that  degree  of  acceptance  and  sanity.” 
The  young  woman’s  beaming  mother  gave 
her  own  reactions  to  her  daughter’s  action: 
“It  was  good  that  she  felt  strong  enough  and 
clear  enough  about  herself  to  do  that.  The 
fact  that  Barbara  and  Gail  provided  the  kind 
of  images  that  she  was  looking  for  gave  her 
courage  to  do  that.  She  was  so  happy  and  so 
overwhelmed.  And  she  did  it  so  spon¬ 
taneously.  They  represented  the  kind  of 
people  that  she  would  like  herself  to  be¬ 
come.  It  made  her  happy  to  see  that  it  was 
possible.  She  had  envisioned  that,  but  she 
hadn’t  seen  any  real  live  examples  of  it.” 

Cyril’s  mother  spoke  at  length  about  her 
relationship  to  her  daughter’s  evolving  iden¬ 
tity,  admitting  that  lesbianism  “was  some¬ 
thing  I  did  not  know  how  to  prepare  her 
for.”  In  response  to  a  question  about  role 
models,  she  continued,  “This  society 
doesn’t  present  [images  of  Black  lesbians] 

—  you  couldn’t  walk  down  the  street  or  look 
on  television  and  find  a  Black  lesbian 
woman  doing  something  or  being  something 

—  doing  or  being  anything.  It  doesn’t  exist. 
It’s  not  going  to  show  up  on  TV,  it’s  not  go¬ 
ing  to  show  up  in  a  newspaper  article,  it’s 
not  going  to  show  up  in  a  magazine,  it’s  not 
going  to  show  up  anywhere  a  young  person 
would  look.  The  traditional  kinds  of  role 
models  that  children  have,  be  it  teachers  or 
artists  or  anybody  that  they  could  possibly 
envision  themselves  becoming,  if  they  are 
lesbian  or  gay,  they’re  generally  not  in  a 
position  to  make  that  public  enough,  to 
make  that  part  of  their  being  a  role  model. 

“It’s  the  first  time  she  saw  public  iden¬ 
tification  of  somebody  that  she  could  ad¬ 
mire  as  a  Black  lesbian.  It  was  a  very  serious 
emotional  experience  for  her  —  and  for  me. 
’Cause  I  think  also  it  helped  from  the  point 
of  view  that  I  can  see  a  role  model  and  I  can 
see  the  possibilities  for  her.”  Cyril  said  that 
Smith’s  comments  about  negative  role 
models  for  children  on  television  and  in 
society  had  “really  struck  a  chord”  and  pro¬ 
mpted  her  to  speak  out.  “All  the  lesbian 
women  that  I’ve  seen  portrayed  in  televi¬ 
sion,  in  movies,  and  a  lot  of  books  have 
negative  figures....  They  were  all  into 
themselves  and  things  like  masculinity.” 
Black  gay  man  disappointed 

Earlier  in  the  day,  a  21  year-old 
Dominican  student  at  Hampshire  College 
had  asked  a  question  that  brought  a  panel 
on  prototypes  and  sterotypes  of  Black  men 
in  literature  to  an  end.  Addressing  his  ques¬ 
tion  to  Amiri  Baraka,  Julio  Dicent  asked 
how  the  control  of  the  representation  of  sex¬ 
uality,  an  issue  the  panel  had  been  discuss¬ 
ing,  could  be  applied  to  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  particular.  How  did  one 
challenge  stereotypes  of  these  groups  and 
create  prototypes,  since  as  a  group  they  are 
largely  ignored?  It  was  a  provocative  ques¬ 
tion  that  Dicent  had  intended  to  ask  Spike 
Lee,  initially  advertized  as  appearing  at  the 
conference;  and  he  said  he  had  not  an¬ 
ticipated  a  real  answer.  He  was,  nonetheless, 
taken  aback  as  Baraka  turned  to  the  panel 
during  the  middle  of  the  question,  said  he 
didn’t  know  that  Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men  were  ignored,  and  the  moderator 
declared  the  session  at  an  end. 

Dicent  said  he  traveled  home  to  New  York 
for  the  conference,  “to  hear  something  1 
wouldn’t  hear  otherwise,  something  to 
challenge  me.”  But  he  said  he  was  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  conference’s  conservatism. 
He  had  expected  a  commitment  to  changing 
stereotypes  on  the  part  of  the  panel,  but  in¬ 
stead  found  “the  audience  was  more  in 
touch  than  the  panel.”  While  he  welcomed 
the  presence  of  two  openly  lesbian  writers 
among  the  panelists,  and  was  pleased  that 
the  topic  of  sexuality  was  coming  up,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  anger  that  the  male  writers  were  not 
the  ones  raising  it. 

In  contrast  to  Cyril,  Dicent  spoke  of  how 
alone  he  felt.  He  mentioned  an  isolated 
comment  —  “There’s  the  faggot”  —  the 
day  after  his  question,  and  described  a  sense 

Continued  on  page  7 


PAGE  6  □  APRIL  17-23,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


OLIVIA  RECORDS  &  REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  invite  you  to 


a  reception  and  informal  performance  to  celebrate  the 


15th  ANNIVERSARY  OF 
OLIVIA  RECORDS 


and  to  raise  funds  for  the  production  of  future  albums. 

Meet  and  hear  some  of  the  artists  who  have 
made  these  15  years  possible,  including 


CRIS  WILLIAMSON  LUCIE  BLUE  TREMBLAY 

TRETFURE  DIANNE  DAVIDSON  NANCY  VOGL 


FRIDAY,  MAY  6,  8-10  P.M. 

ROOFTOP  BALLROOM,  THE  PARKER  HOUSE 
DONATION:  $50.00 
Check  or  money  order  to: 

Revolutionary  Acts,  PO  Box  606,  Cambridge  02238 
Information  and  MC/VISA/AMEX  reservations:  (617)  661-1252. 


Revolutionary  Acts! 

is  a  woman-owned,  woman-operated  production  company. 

For  A  Publication  from  the  Left 
that  won’t  Leave  You  in  Right  Field: 


Radical  America 

An  independent,  left,  feminist  journal  publishing  on 
sex,  politics,  history,  culture,  and  one  of  the  first  left 
journals  to  provide  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the  politics 
of  AIDS.  Subscribe  now  and  receive  a  free  copy  of  Radi¬ 
cal  America’s  special  issue,  “Facing  AIDS.” 

[“Facing  AIDS”]  may  be  the  best  single  source  currently  in 
print  for  feminists,  progressives,  and  gay  people  thinking 
about  the  social  construction  and  political  import  of  AIDS. 

Sojourner,  Boston 

This  issue  ofRAisa  must for  all  of  us  concerned  about  the 
politics  of  AIDS  and  developing  a  liberationist  approach  to 
surviving  and  resisting  AIDS. 

Rites,  Toronto 


To  subscribe,  send  $15.00  to  Radical  America.  1  Summer  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143.  Single  copies  of  “Facing  AIDS,*  can  be  obtained  for  $3.95  each. 


THE  AUDRE  LORDE  WOMEN’S  POETRY  CENTER 

Pwiehta 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 


r 


‘ "Betsy  %ose 

Celebrating  the  release  of  her  new  album 

"Wings  Against  (Tfie Skg” 

on  Kaleidoscope  Records 

(Available  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  Tower 
Records,  Harvard  Coop,  Arborway  Video) 

and  introducing 

Tat  9-[ump  firies 
Saturday,  April  23,  8:00  pm  Paine  Hall 

in  the  Harvard  Music  Building,  behind  the  Science  Center 
(FREE  PARKING  in  permit  parking  areas) 

TICKETS:  $12.50  in  advance,  $13.50  at  the  door  (general  admission) 
Tickets  at:  New  Words,  Sandy's  Music,  Cambridge  Natural  Foods,  Out-of-Town, 
Wood  &  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  641-2131),  Food  for  Thought,  Arborway  Video 
&  Sound,  Somerville  Theater,  Glad  Day  Books,  ConcertCharge  (497-1118). 

By  mail:  Check,  money  order,  or  MC/VISA  to  Revolutionary  Acts!  P.O.  Box  606, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

For  further  information  and  MC/Visa  by  phone:  (617)  661-1252. 

For  TDD  (deaf)  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935. 
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Ronnie  Gilbert  &  Odetta 

Saturday,  May  21,  8:00  pm  Sanders  Theater  & 

ASL  interpreted 

Tickets:  $15.00  and  $13.00  (all  seats  reserved) 

By  mail:  Check,  money  order,  or  MC/VISA  to  Revolutionary  Acts!  P.O.  Box  606, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238.  ' 

For  further  information  and  MC/Visa  by  phone:  (617)  661-1252. 

For  TDD  (deaf)  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935. 
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a  raucus  bawdy  music  &  comedy  revue  by  Abe  Rybeck 

'Fast  paced.  high-energy .  gay.  political,  and  very,  very  funny. ' 

—Bill  Kreidier.  The  Advocate 

opening  8:00  Saturday  April  30 

running  Fridays,  Saturdays,  Sundays 
through  May  22 

Eliot  Hall,  7  Eliot  Street,  Jamaica  Plain 

open  seating 

^  $5.  $8,  S10.  (or  be  o  real  doll)  $20 

For  reservations, 
wheelchair  access  report, 
and  information  coll 
547-7728 


Koop 
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ment  is  beyond  the  scope  of  lay  audiences. 
Consequently,  he  disregards  the  needs  of 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  ARC  and 
positive  HIV  status,  and  clouds  the  medical 
arena  with  secrecy  and  elitism. 

Koop  spoke  in  Boston  on  March  31  as  a 
featured  guest  of  the  Ford  Hall  Forum,  par¬ 
tially  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society.  Koop’s  Faneuil  Hall  ad¬ 
dress  titled  “Education  and  AIDS:  Fighting 
a  Killer”  drew  several  hundred  people, 
largely  a  professional  crowd  —  his  wry  and 
engaging  speech  was  interrupted  often  with 
applause.  During  the  question  and  answer 
period,  one  listener  thanked  Koop  for 
speaking  out,  noting  that  “discrimination 
and  hysteria  would  have  been  a  lot  worse” 
had  the  surgeon  general  not  moved  early  to 
educate  the  public. 

Other  audience  members  were  clearly  less 
impressed,  but  critical  questions  addressed 
to  Koop  were  met  with  condescending  or 
obscure  answers.  For  example,  when  asked 
by  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Boston  about  the 
ethics  of  using  placebos  in  AIDS  drug 
studies  (especially  given  the  dearth  of 
available  treatments  for  PWAs),  Koop 
responded  vaguely  that  ethical  debates  will 
always  accompany  medical  research.  Koop 
was  similarly  unforthcoming  about  other 
AIDS  issues  ridden  with  controversy.  For 
example,  a  query  about  the  lack  of  a  na¬ 
tional  health  care  program  and  how  the  in¬ 
surance  industry  will  deal  with  AIDS  was 
brushed  off  by  Koop;  in  fact,  he  became 
patronizing  and  merely  said  that 
“statesmanlike  discussions”  will  ensue  bet¬ 
ween  public  officials  and  corporate  in¬ 
surance  executives. 

Koop  also  praised  the  status  quo  rather 
than  acknowledging  the  ongoing  atrocity  of 
drug  companies’  sluggish  responses  to  the 
need  for  AIDS  treatments.  In  fact,  Koop 
praised  companies  for  not  sharing  informa¬ 
tion  with  the  public.  He  explained  that  a 
competitive  medical  business  is  helpful  — 
both  in  the  government  and  private  sectors 

—  because  manufacturers  will  rush  to 
release  drugs  and  grab  a  corner  of  the 
market.  He  praised  capitalism  while  refus¬ 
ing  to  address  the  fact  that  monopolistic 
controls  and  corporate  greed  have  made  the 
few  available  treatments  for  AIDS  pro¬ 
hibitively  expensive.  Nor  would  he  discuss 
alternative  treatments  or  research;  he 
wouldn’t  talk  about  anything,  in  fact, 
besides  the  problematic  AZT. 

Koop  used  plain,  accessible  language 
about  sex  in  his  Boston  speech.  But  while 
allegedly  maintaining  a  neutral  “moral” 
stance,  his  language  was  peppered  with  bias 
toward  traditional  “family  values.”  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  discussing  sexually-transmitted 
diseases,  Koop  said,  “A  majority  of 
American  people  tend  to  be  cautious  and 
conservative  [about  sex] — they  use  pro¬ 
tected  behavior  and  survive.”  Besides  being 
inaccurate,  Koop’s  statement  condemns 
what  he  calls  the  “visible  minority”  of  sex¬ 
ually  active  people  while  not-so-subtly 
blaming  PWAs  for  their  illness.  Koop  add¬ 
ed,  “For  those  of  you  who  lead  quiet,  some 
might  say  pedestrian  lives. ..I  say,  ‘Hooray 

—  stay  cautious  and  live!”’  Only  after  first 
praising  sexual  abstinence,  or  monogamy  — 
“Find  someone  you  love  and  who  loves  you 
and  stay  with  that  person  forever”  —  did 
Koop  recommend  condoms  and  other  safer 
sex  practices. 

The  surgeon  general  has  been  praised  for 
swallowing  his  conservative  bias  and  speak¬ 
ing  out  against  AIDS-related  discrimina¬ 
tion.  But  again,  despite  his  demonstrated 
grasp  of  frank  language,  in  his  Boston  lec¬ 
ture  Koop  did  not  directly  cite  the  groups 
most  battered  by  AIDS-related  discrimina¬ 
tion:  gay  men,  IV  drug  users,  people  of  col¬ 
or,  prisoners  and  lesbians.  He  stated, 
“What  it  comes  down  to  is  this  —  we’re 
fighting  a  deadly  disease.  We’re  not  fighting 
the  people  who  have  it  or  who  we  think 
might  have  it.” 

Meanwhile,  Koop’s  views  on  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  testing  are  inconsistent  and  not  in 
keeping  with  an  anti-discrimination  stance. 
Though  he  denounces  across-the-board 
mandatory  testing  due  to  the  potential  for 
stigmatization,  he  does  support  the  man¬ 
datory  testing  of  federal  prisoners,  military 
personnel  and  new  immigrants  to  the  U.S. 
And  while  asserting  that  voluntary  testing 
must  be  confidential  and  anonymous,  Koop 
recommends  that  willing  hospital  patients 
be  tested.  He  explained  that  health  care 
workers’  fears  of  contracting  AIDS  may  be 
allayed  by  knowing  the  HIV  antibody  status 
of  some  of  their  patients. 


Koop  has  tentatively  embraced  the  idea  of 
clean  needle  exchange  programs  to  curb  the 
spread  of  AIDS  among  HIV  drug  users. 
However,  questions  from  the  Boston  au¬ 
dience  revealed  some  waffling  in  Koop’s 
stance.  He  said  that  since  successful  Euro¬ 
pean  programs  may  not  be  transferable  to 
the  U.S.,  he  was  withholding  support  for 
Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn’s  current 
needle  exchange  proposal.  Citing  the  spread 
of  AIDS  among  IV  drug  users  as  “one  more 
problem  for  an  already  overburdened 
group,”  Koop  said  he  advocated  treatment 
programs  as  a  means  to  address  the  whole 
picture.  Referring  to  the  issue  of  needle  ex¬ 
change,  Koop  stated,  “We  need  more  to  go 
on  than  a  hope  and  a  prayer.  That’s  all  we 
have  right  now  and  that’s  not  enough.” 

Koop’s  bureaucratically-tinged  patter  is 
not  enough  either.  Critics  among  the  Boston 
audience  expressed  frustration  with  the 
surgeon  general’s  pompous  claim  to 
authority  about  AIDS,  though  some  said  he 
is  confronting  the  epidemic  better  than  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  Reagan  appointee.  Still, 
Koop’s  refusal  to  challenge  the  federal 
government’s  response  to  AIDS  —  along 
with  other  failings  and  inadequacies  cited 
above  —  is  inexcusable.  □ 

Black  writers 
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of  hostility  from  some  members  of  the  au¬ 
dience.  He  did  also  mention  statements  of 
solidarity  and  thanks  from  audience  mem¬ 
bers,  but  wondered  why  others  had  not  ask¬ 
ed  his  question. 

To  the  many  criticisms  of  the  conference 
can  be  added  most  panelists’  failure  to 
substantively  address  areas  of  discussion. 
Panels  were  divided  into  broad  themes  and 
subjects:  prototypes  and  stereotypes  of 
men,  women,  families  and  Black  folk  in  the 
literature  of  the  other  Americas;  and  new 
images  and  emerging  trends  in  the  depiction 
of  the  same  groups  —  except  instead  of 
families,  children  were  examined.  Rhetor¬ 
ical  references  to  racism  and  allusions  to 
television  and  popular  film  (The  Color  Pur¬ 
ple,  School  Daze,  and  The  Cosby  Show) 
dominated  the  panel  on  emerging  trends  and 
new  images  of  men,  a  potentially  fertile 
ground  for  the  discussion  of  the  dialogue 
between  heterosexist,  feminist  and  gay  im¬ 
ages  of  Black  men. 

Send  proposals  for  1990 

At  the  end  of  the  closing  session,  con¬ 
ference  coordinator  Nunez-Harrell  came 
over  to  personally  thank  Smith  for  reading 
the  statement  and  encouraged  her  to  make 
sure  that  material  on  lesbian  and  gay  writing 
be  sent  to  conference  organizers  as  they  plan 
1990’s  event.  The  planning  committee  will 
be  receiving  proposals  and  suggestions 
through  mid-1988.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Prof.  Elizabeth  Nunez-Harrell,  Chair, 
Humanities  Division,  Medgar  Evers  Col¬ 
lege,  1150  Carroll  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY 
11225.  □ 


Women  and  AIDS 
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offered.  Furthermore,  all  too  often  con¬ 
ference  participants  went  unchallenged 
when  stating  that  AIDS  has  served  to  bolster 
women’s  sexuality  by  encouraging  more  ex¬ 
ploration  and  creativity  —  rather  than 
acknowledging  the  devastation  of  lives 
wrought  by  the  epidemic. 

Lesbian  sex  and  AIDS 

“My  heart  is  breaking,”  said  one  lesbian 
participant  at  the  Women  and  AIDS  con¬ 
ference.  She  described  a  search  for  informa¬ 
tion  about  lesbians  and  AIDS  that  left  her 
confused  and  frustrated.  Given  the  overall 
lack  of  attention  directed  towards  lesbians 
and  lesbian  health  issues,  the  dearth  of  con¬ 
crete  data  about  AIDS  transmission  among 
lesbians  merely  mirrors  cultural  biases.  So 
although  facilitators  of  the  workshop  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual  women  attempted  to 
address  the  concerns  of  lesbians,  little  firm 
information  emerged.  It  still  appears  that 
only  one  case  of  sexual  transmission  of 
AIDS  between  women  has  been 
documented,  and  that  may  have  an  IV  drug 
use  link.  But  many  other  lesbians  are  getting 
AIDS. 

Lesbians  are  likely  contracting  AIDS 
primarily  through  IV  drug  use,  sexual  con¬ 
tact  with  an  infected  man  or  a  blood  transfu¬ 
sion  prior  to  1985.  However,  since  traces  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause 
Continued  on  page  12 
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•  Bob  on 
a  trip  to 
Canada  in 
1985 


•  A  letter 
Bob 
wrote  to 
GCN  after 
returning 
from  the 
1979 
March  on 
Wash¬ 
ington 


Bob  Andrews  was  one  of  the  first 
gay  men  in  Boston  to  partake  in 
various  testing  procedures  to  deter¬ 
mine  risk  for  AIDS  infection.  When  the 
HIV  (then  called  HTLV')  antibody  test  was 
made  available,  he  was  tested  and  was 
discovered  to  be  sero-positive.  In  August  of 
1 984  — just  after  receiving  his  test  results  — 
he  wrote  a  "Speaking  Out  "for  GCN  which 
gave  a  short  history  of  his  involvement  with 
medical  research  as  well  as  his  feelings  about 
how  this  new  test  would  affect  gay  men  and 
the  community  in  general.  The  following  is 
an  excerpt  from  Bob’s  " Speaking  Out.  ” 

By  Bob  Andrews 

n  May  31  the  results  arrived  from 
Dr.  Gallo’s  lab.  I  was  one  of  the 
first  to  discover  that  I  was  positive 
for  the  HTLV,  antibody.  I  was  tested  back 
to  June  of  1983  with  the  same  results.  Sud¬ 
denly  we  were  discussing  my  diagnosis  of 
ARC  and  the  treatment  options  available  to 
me.  I  had  a  positive  culture  for  CMV  in  both 
my  urine  and  my  saliva;  we  needed  to  repeat 
these  two  tests,  but  I  could  begin  the  In¬ 
terferon  treatment  if  1  chose.  This  was  not  a 
decision  I  had  to  make  just  then,  and  was 
not  even  something  I  had  to  seriously  con¬ 
sider  at  that  time,  but  I  should  think  about 
it.  I  was  too  numb  to  think  about  anything. 
There  was  a  point  where  I  stopped  listening 
and  felt  as  though  1  was  merely  observing.  I 
didn’t  want  to  show  my  fear,  so  I  refrained 
from  asking  any  questions.  1  felt  a  need  to 
reassure  them  at  this  point:  “Yes,  1  under¬ 
stand”;  “I’m  not  really  surprised”;  “I’ll  be 
in  touch.”  Suddenly  my  life  made  a  quan¬ 
tum  change.  Just  as  “coming  out”  twenty 
years  ago  changed  my  self-perception  and 
gave  me  new  options,  being  labeled  ARC 
changed  me.  The  issue  of  coming  out  all 
over  again  brought  back  much  of  my  old 
anxiety.  Who  do  1  tell,  how  do  I  present  it, 
what  exactly  do  I  say,  how  will  my  friends 
react? 


I  relate  all  this  because  we,  as  a  communi¬ 
ty,  are  being  encouraged  to  take  part  in 
research  which  may  prove  beneficial  in  the 
future,  but  which  offers  very  little  to  those 
of  us  who  volunteer  as  subjects.  I  have 
serious  concerns  about  the  interpretations 
of  the  test  results.  I  am  especially  concerned 
about  the  government’s  interest  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  area  of  research  (screening  as  oppos¬ 
ed  to  treatment).  It  has  been  reported  that 
the  Pentagon’s  germ-warfare  lab  at  Ft. 
Detrick,  MD  will  be  developing  diagnostic 
tests  for  persons  suspected  of  having  AIDS. 
And  it  is  doubtful  they  have  our  best  in¬ 
terests  in  mind.  Confidentiality  has  been 
assured  by  our  doctors  and  I  trust  their 
sincerity.  But  how  many  physicians  are  will¬ 
ing  to  face  a  jail  sentence  if  records  are  sub¬ 
poenaed?  Do  (Mass.  General  Hospital) 
MGH  and  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
have  the  same  moral  integrity  as  the  Fenway 
(local  gay,  women’s  and  community  health 
center)? 

There  are  also  concerns  that  screening 
might  become  mandatory  for  certain  types 
of  employment  and  insurance.  We  don’t 
know  what  the  results  mean,  or  what  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  HTLV,  is  in  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  However,  the  assumption  is  being 
made  that  gay  men  with  a  positive  antibody 
are  ARC.  This  is  a  bit  premature.  In  my 
case,  other  factors  may  make  that  an  ap¬ 
propriate  diagnosis;  but  what  of  men  who 
are  asymptomatic  yet  test  positive? 

Throughout  the  AIDS  crisis,  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  has  cooperated  with  the 
medical/scientific  community.  We  have 
opened  up  about  our  sexual  lives  and  en¬ 
trusted  our  health  to  them.  And  we  have 
done  this  with  an  incredible  amount  of  trust. 
We  have  to  maintain  that  trust  if  we  are 
sincere  in  our  demand  that  a  cure  for  AIDS 
be  discovered.  However,  it  is  now  time  for 
us  to  assume  a  more  assertive  role  in  their 
research.  At  this  most  sensitive  level  of 
research,  we  need  guarantees  that  our  rights 
will  be  protected.  We  need  assurances  that 
confidentiality  is  maintained.  We  need  to 
witness  an  equal  (if  not  greater)  emphasis  on 
developing  a  cure  as  there  is  in  culling  out 
the  exposed. 

My  reaction  to  the  results  of  my  screening 
is  that  I  have  not  been  given  any  information 
that  helps  me  personally.  The  direct  impact 
is,  in  fact,  just  the  opposite.  Because  I  now 
know  that  I  have  been  exposed  (even  though 
having  antibodies  may  prove  to  be  the  best 
possible  result)  1  have  a  sense  of  doom.  1 
take  the  same  precautions  to  protect  others 
as  I  did  prior  to  my  diagnosis.  I  don’t  take 
the  best  care  of  myself,  however,  and  I  feel 
more  stressed.  No  one  else  should  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  this  increased  anxiety  until  more 
substantial  information  is  known  about 
HTLV,.  The  risks  are  just  too  great.  My  ad¬ 
vice  to  friends  who  ask  is  that  they  should 
not  participate  in  this  study  at  this  time. 
Continue  to  take  care  of  yourselves,  learn 


about  safe  sex,  and  see  a  physician  you 
know  and  trust  if  you  have  any  questions 
regarding  your  health.  HTLV,  has  been 
identified.  Now  let  them  cure  it!  • 

By  Amy  Hoffman 

don’t  believe  in  an  afterlife,  any 
heaven  or  hell  or  nirvana.  But  I  do 
believe  that  when  people  die,  their 
spirits  live  on  within  us,  the  people  who  they 
touched  and  changed  and  who  remember 
them. 

So  I’ve  been  thinking  a  lot  about  who  Bob 
was  to  me  and  about  being  friends  with  him. 
I  met  him  when  we  worked  together  at  Gay 
Community  News.  We  knew  each  other  for 
ten  years.  We  sat  through  a  lot  of  meetings 
together,  and  we  were  allies  in  most  of  them, 
and  enemies  in  a  few,  and  neither  of  us 
could  ever  keep  our  mouths  shut  so  we  talk¬ 
ed  and  yelled  and  laughed  a  lot  in  all  of 
them.  We  drank  a  left  of  wine  afterwards 
and  smoked  a  lot  of  cigarettes.  Richard  and 
me  and  Roberta  and  Bob  had  dinner  togeth¬ 
er  every  month  or  six  weeks  and  none  of  us 
could  remember  how  our  tradition  started, 
although  my  theory  is  that  it  was  after 
Richard’s  brother  Jamie  died  and  Roberta 
brought  Richard  and  me  to  her  house  for 
dinner,  and  then  the  next  time  Bob  came 
too.  When  Bob  made  us  dinner  we  ate  snow 
peas  and  strawberries  from  his  garden  and 
the  house  was  full  of  flowers.  The  records 
were  Cats  and  Patsy  Cline.  His  political  but¬ 
tons  were  displayed  in  a  printer’s  box  next  to 
the  aquarium,  and  there  was  a  poster  on  the 
wall  with  a  picture  of  cockroaches  in  a  Mar- 
di  Gras  parade.  When  I  picked  up  the  phone 
it  was  a  low-voiced  man  who  wanted  Bob  to 
talk  dirty  to  him.  Bob  told  me  to  tell  him 
he’d  call  him  back  later.  Taped  to  the 
refrigerator  were  pictures  of  naked  men  and 
the  dress  code  for  the  Mineshaft.  I  took 
antihistamines  because  of  Bob’s  cats  and 
felt  sleepy  with  my  friends  all  around. 

I  used  to  run  into  Bob  with  his  dog  loiter¬ 
ing  in  the  laundromat  chatting  up  the  men  on 
Charles  Street.  “You  know  everybody  on 
the  Hill,”  I’d  tell  him,  but  he  denied  it,  and 
I’d  say,  “You  do  your  laundry  more  than 
anyone  I  know”  but  he  denied  that  too.  Of 
course  on  Gay  Pride  he  did  the  balloons. 
He’d  wait  for  GCN  to  march  by  and  he’d 
toss  the  balloons  up  into  the  sky  and  we’d 
scream  “Bob!  Bob!”  and  wave  at  him  danc¬ 
ing  on  the  edge  of  his  roof.  I  felt  smug  about 
knowing  the  person  with  the  apartment 
right  on  Charles  Street  who  did  the  balloons 
every  year.  I  never  worried  about  him  fall¬ 
ing. 

I’m  a  shy  and  timid  person.  I  don’t  like  to 
run  the  risk  of  offending  anyone,  and  I  want 
everyone  to  like  me.  Bob  often  seemed 
fearless  to  me.  He  was  out  everywhere  — 
not,  I  think,  because  of  some  kind  of  resolu¬ 
tion  or  principle  of  his,  but  because  it  was 
unnatural  to  him  to  hide.  He  was  out  mat- 
ter-of-factly.  It  didn’t  seem  to  occur  to  him 
not  to  confront  total  strangers  if  he  heard 
them  make  anti-gay  or  sexist  remarks. 

Bob  was  wonderfully,  frighteningly 
fearless  about  sex  and  fantasy  and  romance 
and  love.  Bob  told  me  once  that  his  doorbell 
had  rung  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and 
when  he  went  to  answer  it,  standing  there 
was  a  thuggishly  handsome  young  man.  He 
almost  let  him  in.  1  was  furious.  “How 
could  you  even  consider  letting  in  a  possibly 
dangerous  stranger  in  the  middle  of  the 
night?”  I  yelled  at  him.  He  said  it  was  like  a 
dream.  Someone  beautiful  appears,  who 
wants  you.  He’s  been  searching  the  city 
everywhere  and  he’s  finally  found  your 
door.  It’s  the  middle  of  the  night.  It’s  not 
impossible.  You  can  have  your  dreams.  My 
lover  Cindy  Patton  and  I  started  a  lesbian 
sex  magazine  called  Bad  Attitude,  and  I 
don’t  think  we  would  ever  have  thought  of  it 
without  the  inspiration  and  example  of  the 
gay  men  we  knew,  like  Bob,  who  let  us  see 
we  could  have  our  dreams,  we  could  ex¬ 
plore,  that  it  wasn’t  only  danger  that  we 
would  find,  that  we  could  be  fearless. 

I  live  in  western  Massachusetts  now, 
which  is  hard,  because  I  feel  very  cut  off 
from  my  “gay  family.”  When  I  found  out 
Bob  had  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS  I  hadn’t 
seen  him  in  months.  This  fall  I  decided  to 
start  visiting  him  once  a  week;  I  didn’t  want 
to  drift  apart  from  him  because  he  was  sick. 
When  I  started  visiting  I  had  this  Florence 
Nightingale  image  of  what  I  would  do.  I 
would  go  to  Bob  every  Wednesday  to  help 
him.  I  would  do  things  for  him.  1  was  very 
worried  the  first  time  I  drove  in  to  see  him 
because  I  wasn’t  sure  I’d  be  able  to  help  him 
properly.  When  1  got  to  his  house  we  talked 
and  talked.  Then  Roberta  came  over  and  the 
three  of  us  went  for  a  walk  and  stopped  in  a 
cafe  and  visited  an  antique  store.  The  man  in 
the  antique  store  said  it  was  going  to  snow  so 
I  left.  I  hadn’t  helped  Bob  all  day. 

Our  relationship  changed  during  our 
Wednesday  afternoons.  Before  that,  Bob 
and  I  had  usually  seen  each  other  in 
meetings  or  at  demonstrations  or  dinners  or 


It  was  September  of  1971  when  John  and  I  first  met.  He  was  a  young 
recruit  just  out  of  college;  I  was  a  college  dropout,  drafted  on  my 
21st  birthday.  We  quickly  became  friends  and  barracks  mates  at  Ft. 
Polk,  La.,  where  we  spent  six  months  in  Basic  and  Advanced  Training. 

We  shared  letters,  "care  packages"  from  home,  went  to  Barbra  Streisand 
movies  at  Leesburg  (while  our  buddies  went  to  the  infamous  whorehouses 
in  Shrevesport) ,  and  suffered  through  the  agony  and  degradation  of 
Army  indoctrination  together.  We  even  had  picnics  and  private  jaunts 
to  the  woods  to  read  poetry  or  write. 

John  was  my  friend,  my  only  friend,  during  that  period.  We  separated 
after  Advanced  Training.  John  was  assigned  to  a  post  in  Texas;  I  had 
orders  for  San  Francisco.  In  our  time  together,  and  the  letters  that 
followed  over  the  years,  I  never  came  out  to  him.  Eventually,  with 
this  secret  barrier  between  us,  we  lost  contact.  I  often  thought  of 
John  and  what  his  friendship  meant  to  me,  always  regretting  that  I  had 
not  taken  the  risk  and  opened  up. 

My  chance  to  renew  this  friendship  occurred  at  an  unexpected  reunion 
on  October  14,  1979  at  the  Washington  Mall.  There,  at  the  first 
National  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  I  spotted  my  friend.  After 
eight  years  we  were  at  last  able  to  embrace  and  verbalize  the  true 
feelings  which  had  been  withheld  those  many  years.  At  the  celebration 
of  gay  love  and  rally  for  human  rights,  John  and  I  could  at  last 
acknowledge  the  fullness  of  our  friendship  without  fear  of  reprisal, 
this  reunion  shall  remain  the  highlight  of  my  March  on  Washington. 
Never  again  shall  I  let  fear  jeopardize  another  friendship. 

Bob  Andrews 
Boston,  MA 


benefits  or  parties.  We’d  never  just  hung  out 
with  each  other.  Bob  felt  cold  a  lot  of  the 
time,  but  giving  him  blankets  didn’t  make 
him  stop  shivering.  I  was  Bob’s  well- 
intentioned  friend,  but  I  couldn’t  help  him. 
We  reminisced  a  lot,  and  discussed  our 
friends  and  our  lovers.  He  showed  me  his 
photo  albums.  We  watched  the  news  on  TV. 
I  made  dinner  for  him  and  Steve.  Once  the 
three  of  us  watched  All  About  Eve  on  the 
VCR.  I  miss  seeing  Bob  on  Wednesdays. 

When  I  heard  that  Bob  had  left  a  plan  for 
this  memorial  service,  at  first  I  felt  it  was 
kind  of  spooky,  for  all  of  us  to  be  running 
around  at  his  direction.  Then  I  thought 
about  how  people  we’ve  lost  live  within  us, 
and  I  realized  that  this  service  is  a  gift  from 
him,  to  help  us  rediscover  who  he  is.  • 

—  presented  at  Bob ’s  memorial  service 


•  Bob,  wearing  the  burned  GCN  t-shirt, 
sitting  next  to  Amy  Hoffman  at  the  com¬ 
munity  meeting  after  the  GCN/ Fag 
Rag/ Glad  Day  fire 

By  Jim  Pellegrinon 

ow  do  I  put  into  words  what  it 
means  to  lose  someone  who  was 
my  closest  friend  for  nearly  all  my 
adult  life?  Bob  was  so  much  a  part  of  my  life 
that  it  is  impossible  to  single  out  a  moment 
in  time  or  any  one  thing  about  him  that 
would  begin  to  say  enough  about  who  he 
was  or  what  he  meant  to  me.  Bob’s  presence 
was  so  intense  that  his  passing  seems  unreal. 
And  yet  it  is  very  real  indeed.  In  the 
abstract,  I  can  accept  it.  In  reality?  Well, 
maybe  in  time. 

It  was  impossible  to  know  Bob  and  be  un¬ 
aware  of  his  deep  commitment  to  human 
rights.  He  had  no  tolerance  for  injustice, 
however  small.  He  cared  about  everything 
and  everyone  —  plants,  animals,  and  even 
insects.  I  laugh  when  I  think  about  how  he 
couldn’t  bring  himself  to  step  on  one  of 
those  enormous  cockroaches  that  shared 
our  Florida  home  with  us.  He  was  more  in¬ 
clined  to  keep  them  as  pets.  I  remember 
when  he  bottle-fed  our  Irish  setter’s  tiny 
pups,  staying  up  late  into  the  night,  cuddling 
the  runt  of  the  litter,  holding  it  in  his  hands, 
working  hard  to  keep  it  alive.  I  see  him  now 
in  our  back  yard  or  in  his  little  garden  in  the 
Fenway,  watering,  fertilizing,  and  tending 
his  tulips  and  tomatoes.  Plants  and  animals 
brought  him  a  kind  of  peace  and  joy  that  im¬ 
perfect  human  kind  could  not  provide.  He  is 
at  one  with  them  now,  and,  I  hope,  at  peace. 

For  those  of  us  who  loved  him,  there  are 
memories.  And  I  am  happy  for  that.  But  I 
can’t  kid  myself.  I’m  sure  gonna  miss  you, 
Bob.* 


By  Roberta  Stone 

remember  the  times  we  went  dancing; 
Bob  and  Richard  and  Amy  and  I.  We 
went  wherever  the  music  was  hottest, 
usually  a  men’s  bar  that  tolerated  women. 
The  point  was  to  get  as  wild  and  sweaty  and 
high  on  our  friendship  as  possible.  Only  the 
four  of  us  —  lovers  weren’t  invited.  And  we 
would  dance,  wild,  in  the  night,  bumping 
and  grinding,  smell  of  sweat  and  sex  in  the 
air,  warmth  of  love  in  our  bellies.  We  paired 
off  in  different  combinations  on  the 
dancefloor;  Richard  and  Amy  and  Bob  and 
1.  Then  Bob  would  whip  his  shirt  off  and 
close  his  eyes.  He’d  twirl  it  in  the  air  like 
some  cheap  stripper  in  the  Zone.  And  eyes 
closed  and  shaking  his  hot  little  butt  for 
all  it  was  worth,  you’d  know  that  he  was 
somewhere  else  in  the  room,  dancing  with 
every  man  in  the  place.  Signalling,  “come 
fuck  me  y’all.”  After  the  demos  and  after 
the  rallies,  after  the  meetings  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  fights,  this  was  the  real  revolution. 
*** 

Walking  in  the  woods  beyond  the  world 
of  politics  and  causes.  Bob  and  I  talk  about 
our  loves:  past  lovers  who  still  fill  our  lives 
and  souls,  tricks  and  one  night  stands,  af¬ 
fairs,  affairettes.  We  discover  yearnings  and 
needs  common  to  each.  “You  are  my 
clone,”  he  says.  “You  are  a  lesbian,”  I  tell 
him,  “with  a  cock.”  He  likes  that  descrip¬ 
tion;  he  works  at  being  a  feminist,  works  to 
teach  his  gay  brothers  how  to  care  for  one 
another. 

A  bird  calls,  he  names  it. 
“Mockingbird,”  he  says,  “We  have  lots  of 
them  in  the  South.”  The  trees  all  have 
names  to  Bob,  they  are  old  friends.  He  tells 
me  about  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the 
ground  cover  and  which  flowers  can  be 
made  into  tea.  “How  do  you  know  all 
this?”  I  ask.  “I  make  it  up,”  he  says.  But  I 
know  that’s  a  lie.  Who  is  this  man,  I  think, 
who  cruises  the  Fens  at  night  and  cries  over  a 
hurt  bird  in  the  day?  * 

—  presented  at  Bob ’s  memorial  service 

By  Michael  Bronski 

s  I  was  collecting  the  pieces  for 
this  memorial  to  Bob  Andrews,  I 
realized  that  I  was  feeling  more 
and  more  at  a  loss  about  what  to  say.  After 
attending  the  service  on  April  8  and  reading 
and  rereading  the  writings  of  his  friends,  it 
seems  clear  that  the  loss  of  Bob  Andrews  is 
not  only  a  personal  loss  for  many  people, 
but  also  —  and  perhaps  more  importantly 
—  a  loss  for  the  community. 

Bob  and  1  lived  in  the  same  two  com¬ 
munities  —  the  gay  male  world  of  the  Fens, 
the  bars  and  the  bushes,  and  the  world  of 
Gay  Community  News  and  other  political 
groups.  We  felt  at  ease  in  both  but  were,  1 
believe,  viewed  with  some  suspicion  at  GCN 
because  of  our  relationship  to  all  of  those 
“horrible,  non-political,  sexist,  racist  and 
self-hating  men”  in  bars.  (In  a  way  it 
reminds  me  of  going  to  Catholic  schools  my 
whole  life  and  being  told  that  the  worst  thing 
we  could  do  was  to  hang  out  with  the  public 
school  kids;  not  only  were  they  “occasions 
of  sin,”  but  they  smoked  and  wore  short 
skirts.)  But  1  think  that  Bob  and  I  knew  that 
the  word  “Community”  in  Gay  Community 
News  made  no  sense  unless  it  meant  alt  of 
the  gay  community. 

When  Bob  Andrews  and  Cindy  Patton 
both  became  involved  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (they  were  founding  members 
and  on  the  original  board),  they  pushed  for 
more  AIDS  coverage  in  the  newspaper. 
There  was  not  much  publicity  about  the  syn¬ 
drome  in  those  days  and  not  everyone  saw 
the  vital  importance  of  covering  all  aspects 
of  the  then  just  manifesting  illness.  I 
remember  Bob  coming  to  the  office  one 


morning  after  demonstrating  in  front  of  the 
Eagle  because  they  were  showing  an  Eddie 
Murphy  concert  video  in  which  he  made 
AIDS  jokes.  He  insisted  that  we  run  a  news 
story,  was  met  with  some  resistance  and  was 
finally  told  by  a  staff  member  “If  it’s  so  im¬ 
portant  to  you,  why  don’t  you  do  it 
yourself?”  Bob  was  furious  at  not  having 
his  issues  being  taken  seriously,  but  he  grab¬ 
bed  a  typewriter  and  pounded  out  three 
graphs  about  the  demo.  His  anger  at  the 
paper  was  not  going  to  get  in  the  way  of 
something  that  had  to  be  done. 

While  sitting  among  all  of  the  people  at 
Bob’s  memorial  service  —  some  of  whom  1 
recognized  from  meetings,  others  from  bars 

—  I  realized  that  my  tears  were  not  for  Bob 
Andrews.  Or  at  least  not  for  Bob  alone.  I 
was  crying  for  all  of  the  men  I’ve  known 
who  have  died  of  AIDS  and  who  didn’t  have 
over  a  hundred  friends  to  come  and  cele¬ 
brate  their  lives;  for  the  men  who  have  died 

—  and  who  will  in  the  next  week,  month, 
year  —  and  who  will  not  even  have  a  picture 
in  GCN  or  Bay  Windows,  never  mind  a  slew 
of  remembrances;  for  all  of  the  men  and 
women  sitting  in  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  who  will  have  to  sit  through 
five  more  services  like  this  before  the  year  is 
over.  I  was  crying  not  only  for  the  personal 
losses  but  also  for  the  devastation  of  our 
community.  And  to  a  large  degree  I  was  cry¬ 
ing  because  I  felt  that  we  have  lost  a  certain 
way  of  coming  together  and  being  with  one 
another,  something  I  didn’t  realize  was 
missing  until  I  found  myself  sitting  there 
with  friends,  both  past  and  present,  and 
with  strangers  whom  I  knew  by  sight  from 
street  corners  and  from  last  call. 

As  I  sat  there  I  was  also  struck  by  the  feel¬ 
ing  that  all  of  this  necessary  sadness  was 
somehow  self-indulgent,  almost  overly  per¬ 
sonalized.  It  is  hard  to  feel  the  pain,  to  think 
of  that  part  of  your  life  which  will  now  be 
empty  because  someone  has  died  of  AIDS. 
But  it  is  perhaps  even  more  difficult  to  be 
angry  about  it.  In  a  very  real  sense  this 
center  spread  is  not  about  Bob  Andrews, 
but  about  everyone  who  has  died  because  of 
AIDS,  about  the  pain  that  lives  in  our  com¬ 
munity  today,  and  about  the  need  to  get 
angry  and  to  fight  it  every  way  you  are  able. 
That,  I  think,  is  what  Bob  would  have 
wanted  as  a  remembrance  in  GCN.  * 

By  Cindy  Patton 

met  Bob  at  GCN  when,  in  1981,  I 
agreed  to  help  organize  the  annual 
benefit  for  the  paper  at  Buddies, 
a  disco  bar  then  popular  in  Boston.  I  had 
seen  him  before  though,  dancing  on  his  roof 
on  Gay  Pride  Day,  tossing  off  balloons  and 
waving  at  everyone.  I  was  always  terrified  he 
would  fall  off,  and  in  the  coming  summers 
when  I  would  visit  his  apartment,  I  refused 
to  go  with  him  to  the  roof. 

Bob  soon  became  a  special  friend  for  me 
with  his  combination  of  leftist  politics  and 
his  butch-belle  style  reminiscent  of  men 
from  my  gay  Southern  youth.  I  recovered 
these  lost  roots  with  Bob  —  and  a  few  beers 

—  and  my  friendship  with  him  would  always 
include  our  mutual  posturing  as 
“crackers.”  I  loved  his  languid,  Southern 
speech  and  little  southernisms,  like  “you 
can’t  put  a  sequin  on  a  rat’s  ass.” 

As  Bob  and  I  got  involved  in  AIDS 
organizing  in  1983  we  grew  closer  in  our 
anger,  disbelief  and  grief.  Together  we 
wrote  an  article  about  what  was  happening 
to  us;  what  we  feared  would  happen  to  our 
community. 

My  relationship  with  Bob  would  always 
revolve  around  AIDS  and  being  from  the 
South.  In  1984,  my  parents,  who  had  trou¬ 
ble  with  my  gayness,  were  callous  when  my 
high  school  best  friend  died  with  AIDS.  I  ar¬ 
ranged  for  a  brunch  with  them  and  Bob’s 
mother  when  they  were  all  up  visiting,  think¬ 
ing  this  might  help  them  come  to  terms  with 
me  and  my  life.  At  the  last  minute,  my 
parents  refused  to  go  and  asked  me  not  to  go 
either.  I  knew  then  that  I  would  have  to 
choose  between  my  blood  family  and  my 
gay  family  (although  I  would  have  refused 
to  use  the  term  “gay  family”  then.)  I  had 
brunch  with  Bob,  his  mother,  and  Larry 
Poitras.  Bob  told  his  mother  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  even  though  I  was  willing  to  make  ex¬ 
cuses  for  my  parents.  Bob  helped  me  over 
the  years  learn  to  become  part  of  our  com¬ 
munity,  our  family,  even  though  this  be¬ 
longing  was  also  troubling  for  me.  “You 
have  to  love  them  now,"  he  would  say. 

I  think  what  I  treasure  most  in  Bob 
though  was  the  fact  that  he  knew  and  loved 
so  many  people  —  and  got  so  much  love  in 
return.  You  could  not  walk  anywhere  with 
Bob  without  running  into  a  stream  of  tricks 
and  friends,  each  of  whom  Bob  greeted  with 
a  warmth  that  made  that  person  feel  special. 

1  spent  many  hours  in  the  hospital  with 
Bob  during  three  of  his  admissions  over  the 
past  months.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  I  was 
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-  presented  at  Bob’s  memorial  service 


•  Bob  and  (counter  clockwise)  Roberta  Stone,  Amy  Hoffman,  Richard  Burns  at  a  Boston 
Gay  Political  Alliance  Awards  Dinner 


BOB  ANDREWS 


AUGUST  29,  1949  -  MARCH  2i,  1988 

A  LIFE  CELEBRATION 


Bob  Andrews  was  a  familiar  face  and  presence  in  Boston’s  gay 
community  for  more  than  a  decade.  He  could  be  found  dancing 
ecstatically  at  Chaps  as  frequently  as  he  could  be  spotted  at 
political  meetings.  Every  year  he  was  seen  —  and  applauded  —  by 
the  whole  community  as  he  tossed  balloons  from  the  roof  of  his 
Charles  Street  apartment  onto  the  surging  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
marchers. 

Over  the  years,  Boston’s  gay  community  has  constantly  changed, 
inventing  and  reinventing  itself,  and  creating  new  institutions  for 
both  celebration  and  care.  Bob  was  involved  with  many  of  those 
efforts.  He  worked  as  both  an  administrator  and  a  counselor  at 
the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service  (later  to  become  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services),  he  was  a  Board  Member  and 
writer  for  Gay  Community  News,  as  well  as  a  founder  and  original 
board  member  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Even  after  he 
was  diagnosed  Bob  fought  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  by  instituting 
two  law  suits  against  his  dentist  and  a  landlord  who  were 
discriminating  against  him  because  he  was  a  Person  with  AIDS.  He 
won  both  suits,  making  life  for  other  PWAs  a  little  easier. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  for  Bob  April  8  at  the  Arlington 
Street  Church;  he  had  planned  the  ceremony  during  the  last 
months  of  his  illness.  Bob  loved  the  church  because  it  always 
rang  its  bells  to  cheer  on  Pride  marchers  every  June.  The  bells 
rang  again  last  Friday,  this  time  for  Bob;  but  also  for  the  gay 
community. 

•  Michael  Bronski 

COMPILED  BY  MICHAEL  BRONSKI  &  CHRIS  GUILFOY 


•  Bob 

wearing 

the 

famous 
scorched 
t-shirt  at 
the  com¬ 
munity 
meeting 
after  the 
GCNIFag 
Rag/  Glad 
Day  fire 


•  Bob  and  his  lover  Steve  Donato 


Patton 

Continued  from  centerspread 
there  for  most  of  the  day.  We  had  the  light 
out,  but  I  kept  the  door  open  a  fraction  so  I 
could  read  a  book.  I  thought  he  was  asleep. 
He  turned  over  —  which  had  become  a  ma¬ 
jor  effort  —  and  said  “Why  do  1  have  so 
many  friends  who  love  me?”  It  was  such  a 
simple  question,  but  I  had  trouble  for¬ 
mulating  an  answer.  I  wanted  to  say 
something  that  would  give  him  the  feeling  of 
worth  that  he  had  given  to  me,  to  so  many 
people.  1  realized  that  what  made  Bob  so 
special  was  the  ease  with  which  he  loved  and 
took  love,  and  you  can  only  recognize  that  if 
you  have  trouble  accepting  love  yourself. 
All  1  knew  to  say  was  that  he  made  loving 
seem  so  easy  that  I  —  and  1  imagine  others 
—  were  willing  to  risk  a  little  bit  of 
themselves. 

I  will  always  remember  Bob  —  I  find 
things  when  1  go  around  my  apartment ...  an 
early  copy  of  Drummer  he  lent  me,  a  copy 
(soiled)  of  Straight  to  Hell ,  manuscripts,  the 
burned  t-shirt  he  wore  the  night  of  the  com¬ 
munity  meeting  after  GCN  was  torched, 
which  he  had  cleaned  and  gave  to  me  as  a 
retirement  present  when  I  left  GCN.  But 
mostly,  I  think  of  Bob’s  words  in  the  tape 
we  were  working  on  when  he  died: 

“I  miss  being  involved  in  a  small,  grass¬ 
roots  organization  —  I  like  the  struggle,  the 
planning  for  the  future.  When  groups  are 
small  they  represent  a  family  to  me,  a  place 
where  I  could  go  to  be  with  people  with 
whom  I  shared  ideas  and  a  history.  We  cared 
for  each  other.”# 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

was  on  the  GCN  board  at  the  same 
time  as  Bob.  There  were  a  lot  of 
disagreements  on  the  board  then, 
and  therefore  a  lot  of  tension.  But  even 
when  Bob  and  I  disagreed  politically,  it 
never  got  personal.  While  I  might  not  look 
forward  to  the  meetings,  I  did  look  forward 
to  seeing  him. 

I  was  working  on  the  staff  at  what  seemed 
like  the  beginning  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
Most  of  us  were  in  a  complete  state  of  denial 
about  AIDS,  or  were  dismissing  it  as  a 
government  anti-sex  plot.  Bob  and  Cindy 


•  A  letter  Bob  wrote  to  his  lover  Steve 
last  Easter.  He  had  already  been  diagnosed 
and  was  living  with  the  knowledge  that  he 
had  AIDS. 


Patton  were  the  ones  who  knew  right  away 
how  serious  this  was  and  they  kept  yelling  at 
us  to  pay  attention.  I  remember  Bob  talking 
about  the  risk  factors  and  saying  “that’s 
me,  they’re  talking  about  me.”  He  knew 
right  away  he  was  at  risk  for  AIDS  and  he 
pulled  back  from  GCN  and  went  to  work 
with  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee.  I 
missed  his  energy  at  the  paper,  but  I  could 
understand  his  decision. 

When  I  heard  Bob  had  AIDS  I  felt  in¬ 
credibly  sad  and  incredibly  angry.  I  ran  into 
him  at  several  demonstrations  but  didn’t  go 
visit  him  at  home.  I  felt  paralyzed  by  my 
own  family’s  history  of  debilitating  illness 
and  was  not  able  to  do  more  than  write  him 
and  cry  by  myself.  I  miss  his  presence,  his 
spirit  and  his  smile.  # 

By  Larry  Poitras 

hen  I  was  first  asked  to  write 
something  about  Bob,  my  mind 
became  flooded  with  so  many 
wonderful  memories  from  our  long  friend¬ 
ship  that  I  couldn’t  get  them  down  fast 
enough.  I  remember _ 

The  first  time  we  met  on  Easter  Sunday, 
1981.  We  fed  the  ducks  in  the  Public 
Garden. 

Seeing  him  walk  down  Charles  Street  with 
a  leash  in  one  hand  and  a  newspaper  in  the 
other. 

The  Fourth  of  July  fireworks  from  a  roof¬ 
top  on  Revere  St. 

The  night  we  went  to  my  first  circus.  And 
a  few  years  later  my  first  whale  watch. 

Sunny  days  spent  in  our  gardens  on  the 
Fenway.  Walking  home  at  the  end  of  the 
day  loaded  down  with  vegetables  and 
flowers. 

The  time  Bob  chased  a  mugger  across  the 
Fenway  Gardens,  caught  him,  and  held  him 
for  the  authorities. 

Friday  evening  movies.... but  only  after 
several  hours  folding  and  stuffing  at  GCN. 

A  fire-scorched  GCN  T-Shirt. 

Discovering  that  neither  of  us  ate 
tuna... and  for  the  same  reason. 

Playing  “Chariots  of  Fire”  for  the  Bonne 
Bell  runners. 

Sitting  in  the  Arlington  Street  Church  for 
the  first  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  concert. 
I’ve  been  a  member  ever  since. 

The  afternoon  we  spent  at  the  Wildflower 
Garden  in  the  Woods  where  he  told  me  he 
was  in  love  with  a  man  named  Steve. 

A  blueberry  pancake  breakfast  at  the 
Church  of  the  Advent. 

That  wonderful  smile  that  never  left  his 
face  during  the  March  on  Washington.  He 
told  me  later  that  that  weekend  with  Steve 
was  the  happiest  time  of  his  life. 

But  I  guess  the  most  precious  memory  I’ll 
keep  of  Bobby  is  that  of  a  beautiful  young 
man  dancing  wildly  on  a  rooftop  on  Charles 
Street,  showering  balloons  over  the  people 
he  loved.  • 

By  Chris  Guilfoy 

met  Bob  Andrews  in  1979  at  GCN 
where  we  both  worked  as  volunteers. 
Bob  pushed  GCN  early-on  to  cover  the 
A 1 DS  epidemic  and  in  his  characteristic  way 
told  us  this  was  a  very  personal  threat.  W  hen 
scientists  talk  about  a  high  risk  group,  he 
said,  they  weren’t  talking  about  some 
anonymous  group  of  people,  they  were  talk¬ 
ing  about  him.  Although  I  no  longer 
remember  the  details,  1  remember  him 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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The  Gypsy  Lady 

B&B  Relaxation  for  the 


Weary  Traveler 

A  pre-Civil  War,  stagecoach  inn  —  six 
guest  rooms,  four  baths  and  a  large 
sitting  room  for  meeting  new  friends 
or  relaxation.  Sauna,  hot  tub, 
breakfast  and  gorgeous  backroad 
hiking  and  biking.  A  short  drive  to  all 
Eastern  N.Y.,  Northern  Berkshire  and 
Southwestern  Vermont  recreation, 
entertainment  and  eateries. 

North  Bennington  Road 
Rt.  67 

Walloomsac,  NY  12090 
(518)  686-4880 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


IH/OMENCRAFTS 

373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
1617)  487  2501 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  54.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  54.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Sayeltow  Pages  on  mating  Mats! 


Lady  Jane’s 
Inn 


Large  lovely  rooms 
Private  full  baths 
Separate  outside  entrances 
Free  parking 
Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 
Steps  from  bay  beach 
Open  year  round 
Woman  owned  and  operated* 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


National  Women’s  Music  Festival, 
June  2-5,  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay, 
Deidre  McCalla,  Teresa  Trull, 
Rhiannon,  Connie  Kaldor, 
Casselberry  &  DuPree,  Kay 
Gardner,  MUSE,  Jasmine,  Diane 
Mariechild,  Shuli  Goodman, 
Diane  Stein,  Nurudafina  Pili 
Abena,  Sonia  Johnson,  Anne 
Wilson  Schaef,  Becky  Birtha, 
Leslea  Newman,  Karen  Lee 
Osborne,  Barbara  Wilson.  For 
Brochure:  NWMF,  PO  Box  5217, 
Bloomington,  IN  47407. 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS, 

M  M 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Annopurno  Concerts  ond  The  Somerville  Theatre  present: 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  15 
8:00pm 

CLAUDIA 
SCHMIDT 

"  A  w*ov*r  of  spoils 
hos  tH#  fir#  of  genius" 

—  The  Boston  Globe 

ond 

SHAWN  COLVIN 

"recoils  Stevie  Nicks  in  her 
mystic  prime" 

—  The  Boston  Globe 


SATURDAY 
APRIL  16 

8:00pm 


UBANA'S 
Spring 
Celebration! 


"highly  developed  musician¬ 
ship  ond  heart-filled  spirit" 
—  Equal  Times 


Ticket*  o» 
T.cketmo*»er 
787-BOOO. 

Owl  of  Town 
Tkn.  Hot*  Sq  , 
So***  TKeotr# 
Bo.  Office 


SOMERVILLE  THEATRE 

55  Davis  Square,  W.  Somerville 

on  the  red  line 

675-1081 


SATURDAY 
MAY  21 
8  &  10:30pm 


PATTY  LARKIN 


Boston's  favorite  folk 
performer  1986,  1987 

& 

BUSKIN 
&  BATTEAU 


■y 

- - 1 

(617)524-6822 

ng 

Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery, 

d  Call  us  for  an  estimate 

_  I.  at  5 24-6822 

Cna  Monday  through  Friday, 

O  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

’Family  Law 
’Real  Estate  Transfers 
’Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
’Discrimination 
’Unemployment 
’Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


AM  TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 
•Holiday  Observances 
•Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


...AFTER  THE  MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  -  WHAT  NEXT? 

FORWARD  IN  UNITY 

A  GRASSROOTS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
May  13-15, 1988 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Nationally  known  speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
Networking  opportunities  with  experienced  local  leaders  and  potential  leaders 
Entertainment,  inspiration,  and  fun 

Leadership  includes:  Rep.  Karen  Clark,  City  Council  Member  Brian  Coyle,  Karen  Thompson,  John 
Bush,  Gil  Gerald  of  National  AIDS  Network,  representatives  from  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  many  local  organizations  from  around  the  country,  and  you! 

Four  dozen  or  more  workshops  covering  all  areas  of  the  contemporary  gay  and  lesbian  movement: 
fundraising,  organizing  for  legal  and  political  reforms,  working  within  institutions,  enabling  coalitiion 
and  solidarity  among  different  segments  ol  the  community,  addressing  racism  and  sexism,  and  more! 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  accessible  facilities  on  the  University  ol  Minnesota  Campus.  Hotel  and 
community  housing  available.  Scholarships  available  for  low  income  persons. 

Write  for  information  today: 

Forward  in  Unity,  P.  0.  Box  300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

Co-sponsored  by  University  Lesbians  and  University  Gay  Community.  Forward  in  Unity  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant 
from  the  Headwaters  Fund.  _ 


•  Bob  at  the  GCN  1 0th  Anniversary  party,  June  1983.  Front  row:  Ray  Hopkins,  Sue 
Hyde,  Eric  Rofes,  Maida  Tilchen,  Cindy  Rizzo.  Back  row:  Hershey,  Cindy  Patton,  Tom 
Huth. 


Guilfoy 

Continued  from  page  10 

shouting  at  the  GCNboard,  “I  could  be  dead 
next  year,”  as  we  hesitated  over  how  we 
should  handle  AIDS  in  the  paper. 

After  my  father  died  last  summer,  Bob 
wrote  to  me,  “The  past  few  years  seem  to 
have  no  end  of  sadness  and  loss.  We  have  all 
been  touched  with  illness  either  within  our 
own  families  or  in  our  very  large  circle  of 
friends.  I  sometimes  wonder  when  we  will  be 
given  a  reprieve  —  it  seems  we  have  all  been 
tested  enough.”  He  wrote  this  in  the  face  of 
his  own  numerous  losses  and  shortly  after  he 
had  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS.  Bob  An¬ 
drews  was  very  generous  and  very  kind,  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  friends  even  when  he  knew  he 
was  dying. 

After  I  became  a  staff  reporter  for  GCN,  I 
started  taking  on  a  lot  of  the  AIDS 
coverage.  Although  Bob  worked  full  time 
and  spent  many  of  his  free  hours  working 
for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  he  always 
had  time  to  talk  to  a  reporter:  to  explain  an 
issue,  to  give  leads  on  a  story,  to  provide 
some  quotes.  Bob  arranged  interviews  for 
me  with  some  of  the  leading  researchers  in 
the  city  by  insisting  to  them  that  they  had  to 
make  the  time  because  they  owed  it  to  the 
gay  community  and  because  they  needed  to 
establish  a  trusting  relationship  with  the 
community.  Although  the  local  gay  press 
might  assume  the  credibility  it  gets  from  the 
scientific  community  has  always  been  there, 
it  has  not.  Bob  Andrews  played  a  big  part  in 
making  that  happen  by  introducing  us. 

The  thing  that  I  treasure  most  about  Bob 
is  the  genuine  joy  he  got  from  the  communi¬ 
ty.  He  had  fun  at  the  bars,  he  danced,  he 
loved.  He  worked  hard  at  GCN,  at  AIDS 
Action  and  at  Homophile  Community 
Health  Service.  Bob  Andrews  was  a  work¬ 
horse  of  the  gay  liberation  movement,  and 
he  made  lots  of  friends. 

The  thing  about  Bob  is  that  knowing  him, 
even  only  a  little,  made  you  better.  Bob  was 
a  reminder  of  how  simple  the  truth  could  be 
to  discover,  and  how  important  it  was  to  say 
it  out  loud  and  keep  repeating  it.  He  yelled 
the  truth  at  all  of  us,  even  when  it  hurt  him 
and  us  to  hear  it. 

Bob  was  a  man  whose  politics  came  from 
his  heart.  He  would  express  great  anger  over 
injustice  and  that  anger  moved  him  to  work 
to  undo  the  world’s  wrongs.  While  Bob  was 
an  angry  man,  he  was  never  bitter.  At  Bob’s 
last  meeting  at  GCN  a  few  years  ago,  he 
argued  that  GCN  had  to  increase  its 
coverage  of  AIDS  and  the  concerns  of  the 
gay  male  community  surrounding  the 
epidemic.  Others  argued  that  there  was  a 
whole  range  of  concerns  which  were  more 
important,  such  as  US  intervention  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Some  people  dismissed  Bob’s 
opinions  and  he  later  told  me  that  he  was 
surprised  that  people  who  did  not  know  him 
would  assume  that  he  didn’t  care  about 
those  issues.  Bob  cared  as  much  about 
world  issues  as  he  did  about  his  next  door 
neighbor,  but  he  believed  if  GCN  didn’t 
cover  AIDS  and  gay  liberation,  nobody  else 
would.  But  he  made  his  point,  he  lost,  and 
he  moved  his  energy  to  other  things  still 
believing  the  paper  was  important. 

When  Bob  and  Steve  visited  Jo  and  me  at 
our  country  home  in  central  Mass,  last  sum¬ 
mer,  Bob  and  I  sat  talking  outside.  A  city 
girl  myself,  I  saw  this  really  gross  brown 
thing  attach  itself  to  his  sneaker.  Trying  not 
to  be  alarmist,  I  told  him  a  horrible  looking 
blob  was  on  his  foot,  and  asked  if  I  should 
try  to  brush  it  off  with  a  stick  or  something. 
“A  cicada”  (locust),  he  announced,  his  face 
lighting  up  as  he  picked  it  off  his  shoe.  Over 
the  next  hour  we  watched  as  it  crawled  out 
of  its  shell  up  a  nearby  tree,  with  Bob  pro¬ 


viding  a  detailed  narrative  of  the  life-cycle 
of  the  cicada.  Later,  Bob  told  Jo  and  me  —  we 
are  both  mystified  by  grass  —  the  name  of 
every  plant  in  our  inherited  garden,  and 
whether  we  could  eat  it.  When  we  went  back 
to  the  tree,  a  bee  was  attacking  the  newly 
hatched  cicada  which  had  not  been  able  to 
spread  its  wings.  “It’s  nature’s  way,”  he 
said  in  explaining  why  we  shouldn’t  in¬ 
terfere.  Bob  was  not  making  any  allusion  to 
his  own  illness,  but  when  he  said  it,  I  felt  a 
sense  of  sadness  and  despair,  a  feeling  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  fully  shake  since.  • 

By  Jim  Marko 

hen  the  loss  is  irreplaceable,  when 
the  experience  is  a  shattering  one, 
you  can  pick  through  the  shards 
and  fragments  of  memory  —  all  those  small, 
incongruous  or  natural  moments  that  went 
to  make  up  this  one  person,  Bob  Andrews. 
The  small  strain  of  leather  that  played 
around  his  neck.  The  wild  abandon  on  the 
dance  floor  at  Sporters.  The  piece  of 
cardboard-like  pizza  shared  late  at  night  and 
the  many  Thanksgivings  together  —  alter¬ 
nately  at  his  home  or  ours.  That  one  holiday 
when  Bob  provided  the  after  dinner  enter¬ 
tainment  —  Andy  Warhol’s  Frankenstein. 
His  commitment  —  that  burning  commit¬ 
ment  so  evident  in  the  simple  playfulness  of 
the  annual  avalanche  of  balloons  on  Gay 
Pride  Day.  The  mad,  Rocky  Horror  Hallo¬ 
ween  when  Tim  followed  and  photographed 
the  stiletto  heeled,  lingered,  fishnet  stocking¬ 
ed,  feather  boa’d  Bob  on  the  Red  Line  and  at 
the  Harvard  Square  Theatre.  The  quiet 
counsel,  soon  after  1  first  met  Bob  in  1977, 
that  I  stay  with  Tim  —  wise  and  knowing 
from  our  vantage  point  of  11  years.  And 
that  Charles  Street  apartment  where  heads 
grazed  the  ceiling,  and  that  damned  dog  and 
those  neurotic  cats. 

And  the  look  of  satisfaction  and  love  on 
Bob’s  face  as  his  fingers  drummed  a  secret 
tune  in  the  palm  of  Stephen’s  hand  that  first 
day  we  met  him.  Stephen  and  Bob  —  so,  at 
least,  that  search  and  struggle  had  ended  so 
joyously. 

Pablo  Neruda  wrote  of  the  memory  of  a 
lost  love  in  Te  Recuerdo  Como  Eras: 

I  remember  you  as  you  were  in  the  last 
autumn. 

You  were  the  grey  beret  and  the  still  heart. 

In  your  eyes  the  flames  of  twilight  fought 
on. 

And  the  leaves  fell  in  the  water  of  your 
soul.... 

Your  memory  is  made  of  light,  of  smoke, 
of  a  still  pond! 

Beyond  your  eyes,  farther  on,  the  evenings 
were  blazing. 

I  remember  you  Bob.  We  all  remember 
you.  • 

By  Maida  Tilchen 

here  are  two  stories  about  Bob  1 
really  want  to  share.  Both  were  in¬ 
teractions  between  us  that  created 
a  very  special  bond,  a  unique  sense  of  in¬ 
timacy  1  always  felt  with  him.  I’d  like  to 
think  it  was  just  something  between  us,  but  I 
know  that  Bob  was  so  special  and  loved  that 
it  was  a  bond  he  created  with  everyone. 

When  I  was  Promotions  Manager  at 
GCN,  around  1980,  1  was  responsible  for 
creating  ads  that  would  advertise  GCN  in 
other  publications.  At  that  time  there  were  a 
lot  of  jokes  about  “Castro  clones”  (gay  men 
who  dressed  in  a  highly  conformist  style).  I 
got  the  idea  to  create  an  ad  that  read,  “At 
GCN,  we  don’t  believe  in  clones”  and  went 
on  to  tell  how  much  we  valued  individual 
differences.  Bob  was  the  only  person  who 
told  me  his  objections  to  the  ad.  He  said  that 
he  was  a  clone,  and  many  of  the  men  he 
treasured  were  clones,  and  that  my  ad  was 
labelling  and  stereotyping  and  trivializing 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Tilchen 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

something  he  valued.  I  had  never  looked  at 
the  expression  in  that  manner  —  essentially, 
he  was  “reclaiming”  the  derogatory  word 
“clone”  just  as  lesbians  have  reclaimed 
“dyke.”  He  also  led  me  to  realize  that 
GClVs  community  could  not  be  defined  — 
there  is  just  no  way  for  anyone,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  for  those  who  produce  the  paper, 
to  decide  who  is  in  and  who  is  out  of  the 
community.  And,  finally,  I  had  never 
thought  of  Bob  as  a  clone!  He  really  shat¬ 
tered  that  thoughtless  and  sarcastic  use  of 
the  word  —  I  knew  many  men  who  dressed 
to  fit  that  style,  but  not  one  who  in  any  way 
fit  that  shallow  image. 

Several  years  later,  I  ran  into  Bob  at  a 
conference  in  Boston  on  social  services  to 
the  lesbian/gay  community.  There  was  a 
panel  of  speakers,  all  of  whom  were  em¬ 
ployed  as  full-time  professional  social 
workers.  All  were  working  specifically  as 
“openly  gay”  —  that  was  the  primary  pur¬ 
pose  of  their  job.  1  had  an  extremely  strong 
emotional  reaction  to  the  panel.  I  was  so  af¬ 
fected  that  tears  started  rolling  down  my 
face,  and  I  just  couldn’t  understand  why. 
Then  1  told  Bob  how  I  felt,  and  he  under¬ 
stood,  because  like  myself,  he’d  also  been  a 
gay  activist  from  the  early  ’70s  on,  and  we’d 
had  similar  experiences  organizing  in  the 
hinterlands.  The  territory  we  had  both 
struggled  to  create,  often  feeling  unsup¬ 
ported  by  the  lesbian/gay  community  and 
certainly  not  validated  by  the  straight  com¬ 
munity,  was  now,  only  a  decade  later, 
somebody  else’s  nine  to  five,  $25,000  a  year 
job.  1  don’t  mean  to  imply  that  this  work 
should  not  be  funded  —  of  course  it  should. 
It  was  just  a  moment,  caught  in  time,  when 
Bob  and  I  stared  into  each  other’s  eyes  and 
shared  this  astonishment  at  how  the  seeds 
we  had  planted  had  grown  beyond  our  im¬ 
agination. 

I  can’t  believe  I’ll  never  run  into  Bob  on 
Beacon  Hill,  coming  home  from  work  at 
sunset  over  the  Charles,  having  a  hug  and 
catching  each  other  up  on  the  latest  GCN- 
crowd  gossip.  I  do  know  I’ll  see  you  all  at 
the  AIDS  Walk  in  June,  and  may  that  event 
and  every  day  bring  us  closer  to  the  end  of 
these  losses.  • 

By  Susan  Rosen 

met  Bob  Andrews  in  August,  1977,  on 
my  first  morning  at  Boston’s 
Homophile  Community  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  (HCHS), later  to  become  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counseling  Services.  Bob  was  the  agen- 
cy’s  underpaid,  overworked  office 
manager.  Having  a  background  in . 
psychology  he  also  volunteered  his  free  time 
as  a  counselor.  I  was  the  new  director,  fresh 
from  New  York  City,  and  unfamiliar  with 
the  fact  that  since  staff  worked  evenings, 
many  did  not  come  in  until  the  afternoon. 
Returning  from  a  trip  south  to  see  his  fami¬ 
ly,  Bob  had  driven  all  night  to  make  me 
welcome  that  morning.  The  combination  of 
thoughtfulness  and  commitment  was  typical 
of  Bob. 

Bob  was  an  impassioned  gay  activist 
whose  drive  was  softened  by  wit  and 
charm.  He  was  a  feminist  with  a  sense  of 
humor:  a  photo  exists  from  his  days  at 
HCHS  that  spoofs  convention  by  showing 
him  sitting  on  my  lap  taking  dictation.  At 
work,  Bob’s  moral  intensity  flamed  red-hot, 
sometimes  scorching  colleagues  who  did  not 
live  up  to  his  ethical  and  political  standards. 

I  am  not  sure  why  I  never  got  singed;  he 
must  have  had  to  forgive  me  many  times. 
Probably,  I  benefitted  by  the  fact  that  along 
with  men,  children,  animals  and  the  entire 
gay  community,  Bob  loved  women  with  a 
deep  devotion.  May  his  generous  passion 
live  on  in  all  of  us.  • 


Women  and  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  7 

AIDS)  have  been  detected  in  vaginal  secre¬ 
tions,  some  health  educators  recommend 
the  use  of  dental  dams  or  other  latex/plastic 
barriers  to  prevent  the  exchange  of  secre¬ 
tions.  Other  AIDS  workers  stress  that  les¬ 
bians  should  be  most  cautious  about  IV 
drug  use  and  contact  with  a  sex  partner’s 
menstrual  blood.  (Also,  a  conference  par¬ 
ticipant  pointed  out  that  a  menstruating 
woman  is  herself  more  susceptible  to  con¬ 
tracting  AIDS  since  her  cervix  is  dilated  and 
open  to  infection.) 

The  conference  did  provide  a  political 
context  for  addressing  lesbian  concerns. 
Several  women  spoke  of  an  irony  fraught 
with  problems  —  dykes,  long  thought  to  be 


outlaws  and  “bad  girls,”  are  now  perceived 
by  some  as  clean  and  pure.  Besides  being 
patently  false,  this  distinction  sets  up  an  “us 
vs.  them”  dynamic  that  stigmatizes  PWAs 
as  well  as  lesbians  at  higher  risk  for  AIDS.  It 
also  could  forge  community  wedges,  such  as 
judgmental  attitudes  about  drug  use,  pro¬ 
sex  positions,  etc. 

The  topic  of  dental  dams  evoked  a  wide 
range  of  comments  from  women  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  Dental  dams  remain  hard  to  locate 
for  purchase  and  —  some  say  —  hard  to  use, 
though  others  maintain  using  any  safer  sex 
device  requires  time  and  practice.  One  les¬ 
bian  explained  that,  although  dental  dams 
have  not  been  studied  for  effectiveness, 
their  use  demonstrates  lesbian  strength  and 
creativity  in  devising  ways  to  care  for 
ourselves.  Workshop  facilitator  Barbra 
Herbert,  a  lesbian  health  activist  and  dental 
dam  skeptic,  spoke  up  for  expanding  our 
notions  of  eroticism.  “The  bigger  risk  is  de¬ 
nying  our  sexuality,”  Herbert  said.  “Les¬ 
bian  sexual  health  may  have  more  to  do  with 
embracing  ass-fucking  than  dental  dams.” 

Other  lesbian  concerns  were  also  discuss¬ 
ed,  including  the  pain  of  losing  gay  male 
friends  to  AIDS  and  the  experience  of  work¬ 
ing  with  gay  men  to  combat  the  crisis.  Les¬ 
bians  also  spoke  of  being  victimized  by 
AIDS-related  homophobia.  Janice  Irvine, 
women’s  education  coordinator  for  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC), 
described  how  lesbians  remain  invisible  in 
the  epidemic. 

“We’re  not  ‘the  chosen  people,”’  Irvine 
said.  “Lesbians  shoulder  much  of  the 
burden  with  little  recognition.  We’ve  often 
been  treated  with  disdain  for  our  sexuality 
by  the  medical  community.  We  must  make 
sure  that  women  are  empowered  and  that 
AIDS  issues  are  addressed  in  the  context  of 
other  political  concerns.” 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Boston  Women  and 
AIDS  Network  will  be  held  May  10  from 
7-9:30  p.m.  at  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege.  For  more  information,  contact  Janice 
Irvine  at  437-6200  ext.  216  or  Jennifer 
Walters  at  267-1538. 

New  York 

Continued  from  page  2 

and  federal  courts.  There  is  a  reconciliation 
process  going  on,”  said  McCarthy. 

Parrish  said  the  “old  boy  network,” 
represented  by  the  Native,  which  has  long 
controlled  lesbian  and  gay  politics  in  New 
York  and  actively  supported  Koch  and  can¬ 
didates  like  Dukakis,  is  being  supplanted  by 
progressive  activists.  “It’s  unbelievable  they 
[the  Native]  had  the  guts  to  endorse 
Dukakis.  They  are  totally  out  of  touch  with 
the  community,”  said  Parrish. 

Hill  said  the  Native  ignores  people  of  col¬ 
or.  “They  have  never  covered  a  third  world 
event  that  I  have  attended.  They  have  made 
no  attempt  to  reach  out  to  that  community 
or  to  integrate  their  writers  and  staff,”  said 
Hill. 

Allen  Roskoff,  co-chair  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  for  Jackson  in  New  York,  explained 
that  the  Native  has  a  long  tradition  of  sup¬ 
porting  conservative  candidates  over  openly 
gay  progressive  candidates.  Roskoff  and 
Scondras  have  been  singled  out  for  criticism 
by  the  Native’s  political  columnist  Leonard 
Goldstein,  who  writes  under  the  pseudonym 
Thomas  J.  Jackson.  Goldstein,  in  his  week¬ 
ly  column  titled  “Stonewalling,”  has 
repeatedly  attacked  Roskoff  as  the  “veteran 
gay  patronage  drone,”  and  Scondras  as  the 
“peerless  ‘progressive  gay.’”  Roskoff  and 
Scondras  laughed  off  the  attacks.  Roskoff 
called  the  label  “a  badge  of  honor”  and 
Scondras  said  he  enjoyed  Goldstein’s  “cam¬ 
py  writing  style.” 

Goldstein  is  a  wealthy  Manhattan  lan¬ 
downer  with  close  connections  to  Koch,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Parrish.  In  a  Village  Voice  article 
titled  “Gay  Machiavelli  Unmasked,”  Jack 
Newfield  accused  Goldstein  of  violating 
“journalistic  ethics”  by  writing  under  an 
assumed  name  and  of  “red-baiting” 
political  opponents.  Goldstein  once  insisted 
in  a  column  that  opposition  to  gentrification 
was  a  cover  for  anti-gay  bigotry.  Reached  at 
his  New  York  residence,  Goldstein  hung  up 
on  GCN. 

GLID  president  Scott  Klein  criticized  the 
Native  and  Koch  for  spurring  divisiveness 
among  minority  communities  in  the  city.  By 
playing  up  charges  of  anti-semitism  against 
Jackson,  Koch  and  the  Native  pit  Blacks 
against  Jews  and  gays  against  Jews,  said 
Klein.  “This  is  a  dangerous  tactic  in  a  period 
recovering  from  racial  violence  at  Howard 
Beach.  Gays  never  benefit  when  groups  are 
pitted  against  one  another,”  observed 
Klein.  □  filed  from  Boston 
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North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


COMMUNITY. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUC 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  3634545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO  VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Afnca,  Central  America. 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/t  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
8764488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6095  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Ml  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
9264289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B,  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
3385356 
Wed.-Sat.  186 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
720  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St 
Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE  Congress  St. 

State  Licensed  p ,0  Box  1762 

Beacon  Hill.  Boston.  MA  02114  Boston.  Ma.  02105 

S23-3772  1  808352-3185 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  42W469. 


PERSONALS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Vanessa:  Was  that  you  in  the  hot  tub  in  P-town?  And 
who  was  that  cute  woman  you  were  with? _ (39) 

Longing  for  hot  hot  hot  times  with  androgynous  funny 
tender  dyke  willing  to  speak  her  mind.  Lots  of  laughs 
and  down-to-earth  talk  guaranteed.  Political  interests 
and  jock  inclinations  a  plus.  Write  GCN  Box  303.  (40) 


BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _  (47) 


SERVICES 


BONNIE 

Want  to  go  spelunking?  I'll  provide  tools. 


Bonnie  (39) 


Bright  LF  early  twenties,  warm,  attractive,  seeking  kind 
woman  with  sense  of  humor  to  share  evening  walks,  din¬ 
ing  out  and  great  conversation  —  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.  Age  no  concern.  Please  write:  P.O.  Box  4932 
Natick.  Mass.  01760. _ (40) 

THE  GIRLILLAS 

WANT  A  LF,  Bl-  OR  STRAIGHT  DRUMMER 

For  heavy  S  +  M  scene  (Satire  +  Music)  Vou  do  B  +  D 
(Bongos  +  Drums).  Traps  a  must.  Discreet  eve.  rehear¬ 
sals.  Pop/Rock/Latin/Etc.  7-women  band  playing 
together  5  yrs.  at  benefits,  political  rallies,  clubs  and 
parties  1  or  2x/m.  Our  material  reflects  gay,  feminist 
and  left  concerns.  Auditions  Sat.  May  7.  Call  before 
May  1 ,  Lynn  -  254-6807.  Kate  -  629-2415. _ 

Hi  B&B!  You  know  who  hasn't  even  read  his  last  three 
messages,  so  I  thought  I'd  say  hello  to  two  people  who 
care  enough  to  read  the  very  best. 

_ Your  personal  pal,  C. _ (39) 

COACH  DYKE  SOFTBALL 

Fun  and  hot  lesbian  softball  team  seeks  coach.  You 
should  be  interested  in  working  with  a  cooperative  team 
including  players  of  different  abilities  (advanced  begin¬ 
ner  to  excellent)  on  improving  hitting  and  fielding  skills. 
Season  starts  in  May.  Call  Lindsey  at  783-7131  or  Laurie 
at  864-1466  ASAP. _ (40) 

Affectionate  gay  man,  25,  quietly  playful,  enjoys  out¬ 
doors,  biking,  serious  music,  hugs,  new  experiences. 
Seeking  openminded,  politically  aware,  mature,  non¬ 
smoking  man,  any  race,  with  similar  interests/traits  for 
companionship,  possibly  romance.  GCN  Box  302.  (40) 

WOMEN  -  HAVE  THE 
TIME  OF  YOUR  LIVES! 

Plan  now  to  spend  5  days  over  Memorial  Day  Holiday 
(Thursday,  May  26-30th)  at  Campfest,  the  comfortable 
women’s  music  festival  held  near  Oxford,  PA.  Five  days 
of  feminist  and  lesbian  music  and  entertainment. 
Washington  Sisters,  Heather  Bishop,  Suede,  Gayle 
Marie,  Sisters  of  the  One  Eye,  Dyketones,  Amythyst, 
Faith  Petrie,  Jennifer  Justice/Lavender  Hearts.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  luxurious  setting.  Swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  courts,  indoor  hot  showers  and  flush 
toilets.  Choice  of  dormitory-styled  cabins  or  tenting. 
Crafts  marketplace,  workshops,  singles  activities,  soft- 
ball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at  Campfest  with  5  days 
of  entertainment,  housing  and  meals  for  $35  a  day  or 
less.  Don’t  miss  out  on  the  fun!  Write  to  Campfest:  RR3 
Box  185-006,  Franklinvilie,  NJ  08322,  or  call  Gail 
(609)694-2037, _ 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
475S  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


- 

^  \ 1  *’ 

-■  f' '. v  ' 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25C  per  word  (3S«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x, 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  .  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
(2  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


Name  . 
Address _ 

City  _ 

State  _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


TAX  PREPARATION 

by 

Gordon  Parry 

Individual,  Partnership  & 
Corporate  Returns 

Two  Locations: 

Newbury  Street  •  Boston 
Washington  Street  •  Medford 

(617)  730-4103 


Cinderella  vs.  Mr.  Clean 

Let  Cinderella  get  on  her  hands  &.  knees 
and  clean  up  the  dirtl 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  A  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


FENWAY 


COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 

PATIENT 

SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

Full-time  position.  Salary  and  full 
benefits.  Experience  with  billing 
systems  or  health  care  helpful  but 
not  required.  Contact:  Nancy, 
267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Havttand  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 

DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Part-time  —  You  set  hours.  Must  know  Middlesex 
County,  have  own  car  and  insurance.  Commissions. 
Mon-Sat  call  256-7285. _ (39) 

BIKE  SHOP 

Broadway  Bicycle  School  is  looking  for  female  and  male 
bicycle  mechanics  of  both  sexes  (j°ke).  Experience  is 
preferred,  but  we  will  train.  Call  868-3392.  (39) 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


If  you’re  interested  in  providing  health  care 
to  people  with  AIDS.- The  Visiting  Nurse 
Association  of  Boston  has  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Currently,  we  are  training  Home 
Health  Aides  to  work  specifically  with 
people  with  AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as 
a  Home  Health  Aide.  Serve  your  commu¬ 
nity  and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 

•  Create  your  own  schedule,  full  and 
part-time. 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Evening  course  begins  soon! 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  |lm 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  426-5555,  ext.  354  or 
apply  In  person  at  IOO  Boylston  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 

Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  tool).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

HELP  WANTED 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSOCIATE 

Professional  fundraiser  to  assume  responsibility  for  all 
phases  of  development  activities  including:  membership 
drives,  annual  giving  campaigns  and  special  events. 
Salary  Range:  $18,000  -  $22,000  plus  health  benefits. 
Please  send  your  resume,  a  writing  sample,  and  two  pro¬ 
fessional  references  to  Rita  Addessa,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  1501 
Cherry  Street,  Phila.  PA  19102. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
Dictaphone  typing  (minimum  65  wpm),  word  process¬ 
ing,  data  entry  and  maintenance  as  well  as  routine  office 
operations.  Three  years  responsible  office  experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  range:  $14,000  -  $18,000  plus  health 
benefits.  Send  your  resume,  a  writing  sample  and  two 
professional  references  to  Rita  Addessa,  Executive 
Director,  1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia, 

PA  19102. _  (40) 

PAINTERS 

Interior  and  exterior  painters  wanted  for  spring  and 
summer.  Experience  pref.  but  not  essential.  Call  Janet 
522-1720. _ (42) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

needed  for  shelter  for  battered  women  and  their 
children.  32  hrs/wk.  $19K  and  excellent  benefits  of¬ 
fered.  Bi-Cultural/Bi-Lingual  former  battered  women, 
women  of  color  and  all  others  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Send  resumes  by  April  25  to  TRANSITION  HOUSE, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 _ (39) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Houseperson  wanted  -  clean  dependable.  Room,  salary, 
good  tips,  full-time.  Now  until  Nov.  30th.  Call  10:30  to 
7:30487-0094.  (41) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 


POSH  CHEAP  S.  END  DIGS 

CM  seeks  M/F  to  share  cozy  2-BR  on  quiet  street.  Must 
be  responsible,  neat,  communicative,  non-smoker  (the 
usual).  $300/mo.  plus  utilities.  Wired  for  two  phones. 
No  pets.  Available  6/1/88.  Please  leave  message  for 
David  at  482-6029. _ (40) 

LF  seeks  LF  or  BiF.  Lovely  Arlington  apartment,  con¬ 
venient  Rte.  2,  T.  Fresh  croissants  around  the  corner! 
Landlady  lives  downstairs  so,  unfortunately,  some 
discretion  necessary.  $275  heated.  Fredi  -  work  (days) 
576-6920. _ (40) 

JUMBO  SHRIMP? 

Young  prof.  LF  seeks  aware,  well-humored  queer  to 
join  up  for  2BR  6/1  or  later.  Cambridge-Arlington. 
Prefer  no  furries.  Irreverance  encouraged.  Susana, 
623-8386. _ (43) 

WATERTOWN 

LF  seeks  LF  30+  to  share  Ige  2Bdrm  apt  nr  Harv.  Sq. 
busline.  Nonsmkr,  pkg.,  laundry.  $375  +  util  avail.  5/15 
h:923-0476(lv.  msg)  w:264-3290. _ (42) 

Lesbian  Feminist  and  two  cats  seek  roommate  to  share 
mobile  home  in  Southern  New  Hampshire  park.  Two 
bedroom,  central  air  conditioning,  outdoor  deck  with 
canopy,  minutes  to  93.  Must  be  non-smoker,  no  drugs, 
little  alcohol.  $300.  Availability  negotiable  —  Elaine, 
192  Bypass  28  —  Box  104,  Derry,  New  Hampshire, 
03038. _ _ _ (40) 

GM  sks  L  or  GM  to  share  lg  2BR  on  Columbus  Ave.  in 
South  End  near  T.  $500/mo  +  utils.  Avail  5/1. 
424-6989. _ 09) 

LF  FOR  HUGE  JP  APART. 

LF  looking  for  same  25  +  to  share  huge  J.P.  Apt.  W/D 
parking.  $400/mo.  Call  Janet  522-1720  incl.  utils  and 
heat  avail.  5/15/88. _ (40) 

Share  large  waterfront  house  in  Quincy,  w/d,  parking, 
large  yard,  near  T,  many  amenities,  $450.00.  Phone 
479-9361. _ (39) 

2F  1M  seek  F  roommate  for  large,  sunny  Belmont  apt. 
Near  Fresh  Pond,  1  block  to  bus.  Mixed,  semi-coop, 
relaxed,  clean,  considerate.  $240  + .  489-2867, _ (40) 

LF  29  seeks  2LF  25  +  to  share  spacious,  sunny  house  on 
quiet  street  near  Davis  T  and  buslines.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  maybe  share  food.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio.  1 
avail,  now,  1  May  or  June.  Summer  sublet  possible. 
Sorry  no  smoke  or  pets.  $270  +  .  Sue  776-8405. _ (39) 
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CLASSIFIEDS  i 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 

2  GM’s  looking  for  third  to  share  large  7  rm  apart.  Dor¬ 
chester  near  Red  line  Ashmont.  Smokers,  cat,  avail. 
May  1st  300  month,  half  util.  Call  825-3998  after 
6pm.  (39) 

2  LFs  for  sunny,  spacious  3  bedroom  apt.  in  Belmont 
(near  Cambridge  line).  Non-smokers,  vegetarians,  into 
creating  a  home  with  LF  -  holistic,  peaceful,  non¬ 
drugs/alcohol.  280  + ,  near ‘T’.  484-1553.  (39) 

LF,  27  and  GM,  24  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF, 

24  +  with  sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apart¬ 
ment.  Sorry,  no  more  cats.  Available  4/1,  295  + 
776-7909.  (39) 

BLF  and  JLF  28  seek  LF  25  +  for  spacious  sunny  house 
on  quiet  street  near  Davis  Square.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  political,  semi-coop.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio. 
Available  now.  $270  +  .  Sorry,  no  smoke/pets. 
776-8405.  (39) 

CHiLTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  °«r  l°th  Year  Anniversary 

787-0428  282-6437 

JP  SUMMER  SUBLET/FALL  OPTION 

Three  l.f.s  seeking  L.F.  25  +  to  share  beautiful  J.P.  apt. 
progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Summer/possible  fall 
option.  (6/1-8/31  negotiable).  Near  Pond,  arboretum, 
T.  No  smoking.  $192.50+  call  Beth  326-0400 
days/524-6209  nights. _ (39) 

3W  seeking  4th  W  to  share  spacious  half  of  a  two  family 
house  in  Dorchester.  On  street  parking.  Near  T.  Semi¬ 
coop.  No  heterophobics.  200 +  .  Available  5/1.  Call 
265-8818, _ (39) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  _ 


April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF's  sk  IF  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 
623-8603. _ (39) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 
Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  Davis  Square.  776-0303.  (39) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_  _ (16.1) 

PUBLICATIONS 


F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+. 
Call  Anne  666- 1267. _ (39) 

3  LF/Bi’s  seek  4th  for  Porter  Square  apt.  We  have  1  cat; 
no  more  pets,  no  smoke,  min.  drugs  and  ale.  250  +  .  Call 
491-4005 _ (40) 


BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To;  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

LF,  35,  grad  student,  seeks  living  situation  with  LF’s  for  Fall. 
Needs  to  be  near  “T.”  Likes  wide  range  of  people.  Call 
782-2731.  (40) 

LOOKING  FOR  HOME 

30  year  old  Portuguese  L.F.  looking  for  multi-cultural 
household  of  34  LF’s.  Camb.  area.  Indep.  but  supportive. 
Share  food,  chores,  occ.  meals,  feminist,  progressive  politics. 
Dina,  623-0310 _ (39) 

GM  31  musician  Mass,  native  seeking  home  and  1  or  2  friend¬ 
ly  considerate  roommates.  $300  maximum,  need  parking, 
prefer  10+  miles  outside  Boston.  Call  Ian  7894001  before 
11pm. _ (39) 

APARTMENTS 

READING  3  ROOM  APARTMENT 

Available  5/1.  $450  plus  utilities.  Off  street  parking.  Handy 
location,  V/i  blocks  from  railroad  depot  and  one  block  from 
Reading  Square.  Excellent  train  transportation  to  Boston. 
Last  train  from  Boston  II :59pm.  No  pets.  Security  deposit. 
Call  evenings  9-1 1  944-8412. _ (40) 

FOR  SALE 

450  Honda  Rebel  1986  —  400  miles  perfect  condition 
plus  2  free  Bell  Helmets  —  $1200  or  best  offer.  Call  Kara 
Wilson  235-9211  (Wellesley) _ (39) 

LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 _ 

VACATIONS 

LADY  JANE’S  INN 

Large,  lovely  rooms,  private  baths.  Continental 
breakfast,  separate  outside  entrances,  free  parking, 
common  room  with  TV/VCR.  Open  year  'round.  Steps 
from  Bay  Beach.  Women  owned  and  operated.  Lady 
Jane’s  Inn,  7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)  487-3387. _ (42) 

Provincctown’s  Watership  Inn:  Charming  guest  house 
near  beach  and  center  of  gay  resort.  Free  continental 
breakfast  and  parking.  Brochure  Box  918  Pro- 
vincelown,  MA,  02657,  (617)487-0094, _ (46) 

OGUNQUIT  MAINE  -  THE  HERITAGE 
Walk  to  the  beach.  New  Victorian  bed  and  breakfast. 
Non-smoking,  recoverers  welcome  —  reasonable.  PO 
Box  1295,  Ogunquit,  Maine,  03907, _ (39.41 ,43) 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ (16.7) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Celebrate  Spring  with  a  visit  to  Vermont.  Cozy  woman- 
owned  &  operated  farm/retreat.  Adorable  beby  goats, 
horseback  riding,  maple  sugaring,  spring  skiing.  A 
scenic  3ki  hours  from  Boston.  Off  season  rates.  Call 
(802)  533-7772. _ (39) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)3214254. _ (15.49) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN: Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY, 1001 1. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus'time- 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 

peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 

Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  P263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 


Bt  JPDFNBRflDKS 

BACK  BAY  BQDKSM1TH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


MOVERS 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 521-0826 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerlv.  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


»#/ 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


riseners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


FREE  BOOKS!!! 

Prison  Book  Program,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130,  send  FREE  (donated,  used)  books  to  prisoners. 
Subjects  include  Gay/Lesbian,  Black,  Latin  American, 
Native  American,  fiction,  politics  and  many  more.  Ask 
for  the  KIND  of  reading  material  you  want  (books  are 
donated  so  we  don't  always  have  exact  titles)  and  then 
be  PATIENT  (because  we  are  often  a  couple  months 
behind). 

Note  to  outside  prisoner  supporters:  We  have  a 
booklet :  HOW  TO  DO  A  BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 
PROJECT  in  your  area.  Write  GCN,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  if  you’re  interested.  FREE! 


«u-2> 


Seeking  penpals  inside  or  out.  Into  weightlif¬ 
ting,  sci-fi,  rock  n  roll,  sex  and  parties.  Also 
NAMBLA  supporter.  Looking  for  relationship, 
but  friendship  cool.  Love  smooth  and  hairless 
bodies  and  ferns,  but  not  a  must.  Russell 
SCOTT,  33921,  Box  1568  (Bl-140),  Hutchinson 
KS  67504. 


Loneliness  is  driving  me  BANANAS!  Help,  a 

gay  somebody,  I  need  someone  to  give  me  some 
gay  attention!  Robert  ROSE,  EF-144029, 
Reidsville  GA  30499. 


ROSEBUD!  (Timothy  Roebuck) 

1  hope  you  see  this  for  I  miss  your  letters  and 
hope  we  can  find  someone  to  forward  our  let¬ 
ters  to  each  other  (now  that  the  prison  won’t  let 
us  write  direct).  It  felt  good  knowing  you  were 
there.  Please  let’s  keep  trying  to  write.  Darren 
L.  COMBS,  K-7577,  Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA 
18612, _ _ 

Bisexual  male  would  like  to  have  someone  to 

write.  I  will  not  ask  for  money.  Just  some  mail. 
Sex  is  on  my  mind  a  lot,  but  not  ALL  the  time. 
Joe  LYNN,  150978  (HU-4),  1012  W.  Columbia, 
Farmington  MO  63640, _ 

They  separated  Ronny  (my  lover)  and  me  so 

that  we  can’t  see  each  other  or  write  (directly). 
He’s  so  special  to  me,  I  wonder  if  someone  out 
there  would  act  as  ‘go  between’  for  us  by  mail¬ 
ing  our  letters  to  each  other  from  a  non-prison 
return  address.  1  would  supply  the  postage.  I 
really  do  miss  him!  Please  let  me  know  if  you 
can.  Jery  RAGLAND,  17324-009,  Box  1010, 
BastroD  TX  78602. 


Legal  Eagle  in  Texas  needs  friendship.  Will  be 
paroled  (hopefully)  late  this  year.  In  need  of  a 
typewriter  for  filing  suits  against  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corruptions,  and  of  contacts  in 
Houston  or  Boston  areas.  Please  write  Darrell 
HAY,  263672,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. 


I  hope  I  will  soon  be  hearing  about  my  deporta¬ 
tion  date  (back  to  Cuba?)  I  feel  empty  and  lone¬ 
ly  in  here  because  I  haven’t  wrote  any  friends  or 
penpals  since  I’ve  been  in  here.  I  would  love 
writing.  I  like  to  read,  sports,  poems,  and  listen 
to  music  (and  walking  a  lot).  Fernando  SER¬ 
RANO,  1087 1 9,  Camp  C  Tiger  3L8,  Angola  LA 
70712. _ 

1  am  serving  a  miserable  60  year  sentence 
because  of  having  sex  with  two  teenagers.  I’ve 
been  told  I  have  good  grounds  for  filing  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  but  I  need  legal  counsel.  I’d 
also  like  a  penpal.  I'm  into  C&W  music,  truck¬ 
ing  and  working  with  young  people.  I’m  a  pro¬ 
fessional  counselor  and  puppeteer.  Darryl 
BUCKINGHAM,  400408,  Ramsey  2,  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


1  did  not  receive  the  sample  copy  of  GCN  you 
sent.  This  place  is  the  pits  and  they  probably 
disposed  of  it.  But  I’m  not  giving  up.  I  am  also 
interested  in  a  penpal.  I’m  looking  for  a  woman 
who  is  honest  and  down  to  earth  and  who  is  not 
ashamed  of  what  she  does.  I’m  20,  butch,  and 
very  dedicated  with  a  lot  of  potentials.  (Don’t 
let  the  age  fool  you.)  Suzette  RICHARDSON, 
2800  Gravier  St,  8th  Fl-CLU-NS,  New  Orleans, 
LA  70119. 

WOMEN  &  AIDS 

Making  It,  A  Woman's  Guide  to  Sex  in  the  Age 
of  AIDS  (in  both  Spanish  and  English!)  is 
available  to  women  in  prison/instituTions  for 
FREE  by  writing;  Firebrand  Books,  141  The 
Commons,  Ithaca,  NY  14850. 


COMING  OUT  (of  prison)  into  the 
BALTIMORE  area  and  would  appreciate  any 
help  you  offer  in  finding  a  job  and  place  to  stay. 
I  go  both  ways  (sideways  too!).  Ken  HUSTER, 
Box  700,  Jessup  MD  20794, 


Some  correspondence  would  help  pass  this  lone¬ 
ly  time.  I’m  interested  in  developing  a  friend 
ship.  Will  definitely  answer  all  letters.  James 
JORDAN,  192-083,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH 
45601. 


I  am  seeking  to  communicate  with  others  and  to 
reach  a  better  understanding  of  life  and  that 
which  life  envelops/involves.  My  interests  are 
varied  and  comprise  a  wide  spectrum  of  life  in¬ 
fluences  but  here  my  pleasures  are  few.  Dennis 
BAILER,  196-616,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. 


Young  Black  Stud,  looking  to  meet  good  and 
sincere  people  on  the  outside.  I  enjoy  being  lov 
ed,  and  giving  love  in  return.  Looking  for  a 
friendship  or  romance.  Thomas  HAIRSTON, 
86 A  1441,  Drawer  B,  Storm ville  NY  12582 


Widely  published  author  and  business  consul¬ 
tant  would  like  a  marriage  of  convenience  with 
a  woman  who  is  an  Irish  or  Austrian  citizen. 
You  get  legal  resident  status  in  U.S.  (and 
eligibility  for  student  aid),  and  I  get  eligibility 
for  prison  furloughs  plus  the  citizenship  of  a 
neutral  country  in  a  few  years  so  I  can  start  a 
new  life  elsewhere.  Please  write.  Adam  STAR 
CHILD,  04690-067,  Fed  Prison  Camp,  Dan 
bury,  CT  06811, 


Am  interested  in  finding  CO-WRITER  for  a 
BOOK  that  St.  Martins  will  print.  No  penpa 
just  a  co-writer.  ASAP!  Thanks.  Delanco 
DAV1S-KCAY,  86A  3448,  Box  51,  Comstock 
NY  12821. 


Latin  male  would  like  to  correspond  with  in¬ 
teresting  people.  Pablo  PEREZ,  067982  (562), 
PO  Box  158,  Lowell  FL  32663. 


I’m  a  bisexual  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  a  gay  feminine  male  (not  butch!)  They  may 
be  of  any  race  or  age,  doesn’t  matter.  Please 
hurry.  Terry  HUNTSBERRY,  414770,  Rt  1  Box 
150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. 


32  yr  old  Virgo,  independent,  would  like  to  find 
a  friend.  Some  of  my  hobbies  are  singing,  box¬ 
ing  and  music.  Marquinn  GLENN,  30398,  Box 
1568,  Hutchinson  KS  67504, 


I  have  many  attributes  to  share  but  am  missing 
someone  to  share  them  with.  I  like  music  from 
Mozart  to  Motley  Crue,  am  fairly  intelligent 
and  have  a  good  sense  of  humor.  Romantic  of 
sorts.  All  letters  answered  promptly.  Terry 
HALL,  84950,  3CH-13R-16,  Box  128,  Ed- 
dyville  KY  42038 


Average  looking,  outdoorsy,  jean-wearing  guy 
into  health  and  good  people  seeks  a  home  out  of 
New  Jersey.  Let’s  get  to  know  each  other.  Joe 
TERRACCIANO,  65988,  Box  F-l,  Leesburg 
NJ  08327. 
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1 6  Saturday 

Boston  □  “Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group 
Sensual  Massage"  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  led  by 
Mykolas  Hazen.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  □  Closing  night  Celebration  of  Black 
Cinema  V.  Langston  Hughes:  Dream  Keeper 

followed  by  a  keynote  address  by  Toni  Cade  Bambara. 
Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntingotn  A ve.  7pm.  $10. 
Closing  event  preceded  by  films  at  the  Institute  of  Con¬ 
temporary  Art:  Kukurantumi  (Road  to  Accra)  at  3pm, 
jemima  and  Johnnie  and  Playing  Away  at  5pm,  and 
Love  Brewed. ..In  the  African  Pot  at  8pm.  $4.50.  In¬ 
fo:  232-1088. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 


Cambridge  □  “Contempory  Animation  by 
Women,"  a  collection  of  animated  films  by  international 
women  artists.  M.I.T.,  Room  66-110.  7pm.  Free.  Info: 
253-8844. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest  Joseph 
Kramer  of  The  Body  Electric  School  of  Massage  and 
Rebirthing.  He  speaks  on  “Six  Ways  to  Prolong  Orgasm, 
and  Other  Sexual  Secrets  of  the  East  and  West.”  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

18  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  parents  and  co-parents 

meet.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Mendon,  MA  □  Lesbians,  Gays,  Heterosexuals 
Together  support  group.  Includes  parents  and  friends 
regardless  of  religious  affiliation.  Unitarian  Church,  13 
Maple  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  473-8681. 


1 6  SATURDAY  TO  24  SUNDAY 


17  Sunday  □  Do 
Meet  Janice  Perry 
8pm.  $3. 


you  know  that  woman  Gal? 
at  Tufts.  Cohen  Auditorium. 


Somerville  □  Libana’s  annual  Spring  Concert. 

Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $10.50  and 
$12.50.  Info:  625-1081. 

Worcester  □  Women's  Energy  Against  Violence 
(WEAVE)  presents  Sara  Laughs  to  benefit  Worcester's 
annual  "Take  Back  the  Night"  march  scheduled  for  May 
6.  YWCA,  I  Salem  Sq.  8pm.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  door. 
Info:  798-5450. 

Allston  □  “Talking  Debs”  read  short  stories  and 
poetry.  Open  mike  at  end  of  show.  (Also  4/23  and  4/30.) 
Double  Edge  Theater,  5  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8pm.  $5.  Info: 
522-8549. 

Boston  □  Dorchester  GALA  night  at  the  1270. 

1270  Boylston  St.  9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "Children  in 
Our  Lives."  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

17  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Wild  women  go  to  the  races.  Meet 
I  pm,  outbound  side  of  Suffolk  Downs  T  station.  DOB. 
Info:  Mimi,  846-9117. 

Boston  □  United  Fruit  Company  performs  to 
benefit  The  Names  Project.  The  Metro,  15  Lansdowne 
St.  Info:  451-1003. 

Roxbury  □  Odetta  performs  in  a  benefit  concert  for 
the  restoration  of  the  First  Church's  Hook  &  Hastings 
organ.  The  First  Church  in  Roxbury,  John  Eliot  Sq.  3pm. 
SI0/SIS/S2O.  Info:  445-8393,  445-1277. 

Medford  □  Janice  Perry  a.k.a.  Gal  performs  as  part 
of  Gay  Lesbian  Bisexual  Pride  Month  at  Tufts.  Cohen 
Auditorium,  Tufts  University.  8pm.  $3. 

Cambridge  □  “Feminist  Men  &  Women  Make 
Beautiful  Music  Together”  benefit  folk  concert 
featuring  Geof  Morgan  and  Marcie  Boyd.  Sponsored  by 
the  National  Organization  of  Changing  Men.  Proceeds 
will  go  to  create  support  groups  and  workshops  to  bring 
men  and  women  together  in  egalitarian  relationships. 
University  Lutheran  Church,  Dunster  St.  8pm.  $8.  Info: 
965-9833 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 


19  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  service  for  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired.  Reception 
following.  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  980 
Memorial  Dr.  7:30pm.  Info:  876-3037. 

Cambridge  □  “We’re  Not  Asking  for  a  Trip  to 
the  Moon,"  a  film  about  the  genesis  of  Mexico's  first 
women  garment  workers’  union  with  speakers  from  the 
19th  of  September  National  Garment  Workers  Union. 
M.I.T.,  Room  9-150.  7pm.  Free.  Info:  253-8844. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  general 
meeting.  Theme:  “The  Dating  Game."  6  Hamilton  PL, 
3rd  floor.  8pm.  Info:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  in  ASL  for  Deaf 
women  with  incest  histories.  Meets  third  Tuesday  of 
every  month.  Open  only  to  Deaf  women  with  incest 
histories.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (V/TDD). 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  meet 
for  an  informal  dinner  at  Doyles'  Cafe  on  Washington  St. 
Center  room,  rear.  6:30pm.  Info:  522-6253. 

20  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Herbs  for  Women's 
Health  Care.  Downstairs  at  186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman 
Sq.  7- 1 0pm.  Info:  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Names  Project  —  New  England 
Chapter  meets  to  plan  Boston  visit  (6/16-19)  and  to 
coordinate  making  of  new  panels.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston 
City  Hall,  enter  opposite  Faneuil  Hall.  7pm.  Info: 
451-9003. 

21  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  starts  5pm.  Paste-up:  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  monthly  business 
meeting.  7pm.  Info:  282-2962,  282-7822. 


Boston  □  Names  Project  quilting  bee.  Help  available 
with  starting  on  a  memorial  panel.  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance.  5pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Boston  □  Talk  and  discussion  with  Beatrix  Campbell  on 
“AIDS,  Homophobia,  and  Repression  in 
England.”  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston  City  Hall  (Congress 
St.  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2  suggested.  Sponsored  by 
Radical  America  and  MASS  ACT  OUT. Info:  497-5999. 

Framingham  □  S.  Middlesex  NOW  will  show  the  film 
"She’s  Nobody’s  Baby."  Women's  Center,  46  Pratt 
St.  7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  653-8560. 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  women  with  in¬ 
cest  histories  meets  third  Thursday  of  every  month. 
Open  only  to  women  with  incest  histories.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807  (V/TDD). 

Cambridge  □  Charlie  King  in  concert.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $7.50.  In¬ 
fo:  497-1757. 

22  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  We  need  your  help  mailing 
out  the  paper  Friday  afternoons  and  evenings.  Join  the 
party,  meet  new  friends  and  contribute  to  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Catering  from  Berkeley  Pizza  and  Downtown  Cafe. 
Anytime  between  2  and  9pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Positive  Directions,  peer  led  HIV-positive 
confidential  support  group  meets.  7:30pm.  Contact 
787-8770,  leave  message. 

Boston  area  □  Am  Tikva  presents  film  “Hanna 
Senesh,  Holocaust  Resistance  Fighter"  and  discus¬ 
sion  led  by  Sidra  Cohn,  the  film's  producer.  Location 
TBA.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  coffeehouse  presents  Erica 
Wheeler,  folk/country  music.  The  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8pm-l2.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

23  Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project. 

10:30am.  See  4/16  listing. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 

presents  “Stepping  Out,"  a  dance  concert.  Dance  to 
waltzes,  polkas,  Latin  music,  and  Big  Band  sounds  of  the 
Freedom  Trail  Band,  and  Boston's  Lesbian  and  Gay  Swing 
Band,  "Cheek  to  Cheek."  Lessons  provided.  Creative 
footwear  encouraged.  Alcohol-free,  refreshments  served. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1 2.  $6  in  advance,  $8  at 
door.  Info:  327-9853. 

24  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  Jewish  lesbian 
potluck  brunch  and  ongoing  group.  Info:  Tovah 
864-5257,  Susan  364-9172. 

Cambridge  □  Attica,  a  film  about  the  1971  prisoner 
rebellion,  to  benefit  the  Prison  Book  Program  and  GCN' s 
Prisoner  Project.  With  "Attica,  1971. ..Massachusetts, 
1988,"  a  talk  by  Linda  Thurston,  National  Peoples  of  Col¬ 
or  Task  Force  on  Criminal  Justice  &  Justice  Program, 
AFSC.  Refreshments  served.  First  Congregational  Church 
on  Cambridge  Common.  7:30pm.  $5  more  if/less  if.  Info: 
Mike  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Ionian  Society  sponsors  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Greek  Dance.  Traditional  Greek  and  disco  dancing. 
Greek  hors  d'oeuvres.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7-1  Ipm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  International  Support 
Network  brunch.  All  foreign  women  welcome.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  performs.  ASL 
interpreted.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Symphony  Hall,  301 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  All  seats  reserved,  $I2/$I5.  Info: 
(202)483-1010. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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The  Mozamgola  Caper:  An  African  Spy 
Thriller... with  music.  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe.  At  Northeastern  univ.  April  1-3. 

By  Mara  Math 

econstructionism  in  action,  which 
can  loosely  be  defined  as  “when  the 
story  keeps  reminding  you  it’s  a 
story,”  would  seem  by  its  very  nature  to  be 
antithetical  to  audience  involvement,  but 
the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  proves  it 
ain’t  necessarily  so.  The  Mozamgola  Caper: 
An  African  Spy  Thriller... with  music, 
recently  produced  here  by  CityLife,  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  an  audience  participation 
piece,  and  succeeds  well.  Although  we’ve 
just  seen  Sammy  the  Bartender  tidy  up  the 
bar  by  picking  up  an  obviously  artificial 
cardboard  flat  of  bottles,  when  he  reaches 
for  the  poisoned  drink  we  all  cry,  “No,  no, 
don’t  do  it!”  We  yell  warnings  to  Regretta 
Johnson  to  steer  clear  of  CIA  agent  G. 
Woodin  Debarge,  hiss  his  nefarious  doings, 
and  root  for  victory  for  the  forces  of  good. 

The  intricately  plotted  thriller  educates  as 
well  as  entertains,  a  combination 
characteristic  of 
San  Francisco 
Mime,  which  has 
been  creating 
political  theatre  for  20  years.  If  you’ve  never 
been  fortunate  enough  to  see  S.F.  Mime, 
and  are  conjuring  a  picture  of  sprites  in 
whiteface  and  black  leotards  trying  to  com¬ 
municate  the  subtleties  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
rest  easy;  this  is  theatre,  not  mime.  The  com¬ 
pany  uses  humor  ranging  from  dry  wit  to 
vaudeville  buffoonery  to  expose  U.S.  in¬ 
tervention  in  Africa.  Of  funding  the  so- 
called  freedom  fighters  in  Mozamgola  —  as 
much  champions  of  freedom  as  the  contras 
are  —  Debarge  explains  cheerfully, 
“Anything  to  help  Africans  kill  Africans!” 
His  rap  number  is  one  of  the  highlights  of 
the  show.  When  the  three-piece-suit-white- 
man  raps  out  the  joys  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
complete  with  the  moves,  he  leaves  the  au¬ 
dience  collapsing  in  laughter. 

Debarge  lures  Regretta  back  into  her  old 
trade  as  “The  Mahogany  Mata  Hari”  on  the 
pretext  that  she  is  needed  to  protect  Bishop 
Desmond  Tata  (Sound  familiar?)  from 
assassination  during  his  visit  to  Mozamgola. 
As  part  of  her  maneuvers,  she  rekindles  her 


International  Politics  — 
10,  Sexual  Politics  —  0 

The  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  in  The  Mozamgola  Caper 


romance  with  long-lost  love  Winston 
Lithulu,  now  President  of  Mozamgola. 
Believing  that  Winston  is  the  source  of  the 
threat  to  Bishop  Tata,  Regretta  is  set  up  to 
betray  both  men.  Although  Winston’s  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Soviet  aid  for  his  impoverished 
country  has  convicted  him  in  Regretta’s 
eyes,  he  is  innocent;  it  is  only  his  rhetoric 
that  is  militaristic  and  violent. 


The  peace-and-democracy  language  of 
“freedom  fighter”  Col.  Zebediah  Obeh,  on 
the  other  hand,  hides  a  multitude  of  sins  — 
Debarge  has  promised  him  the  presidency  of 
Mozamgola  in  exchange  for  a  little 
assassination  assistance.  Also  lending  a 
hand  in  Bishop-bashing  is  Ulrike  Smuts, 
“The  Boer  Borgia,”  who  joins  Zebediah  in 
a  very  funny  SM  duet. 


Regretta  does  finally  see  the  light.  She 
redeems  herself  by  saving  the  Bishop’s  life, 
and  her  heroism  inspries  Winston  to  make 
the  speech  that  will  change  the  course  of 
history.  And  we  cheer! 

The  Mime  Troupe’s  acting  was,  as 
always,  excellent,  the  actors  handling  their 
multiple  roles  and  quick  costume  changes 
with  their  usual  elan.  As  far  as  I’m  concern¬ 
ed,  the  dynamic  Edris  Cooper  stole  every 
scene  she  was  in,  whether  as  the  young  male 
who  hustles  information  and  snake  tooth 
aphrodisiacs  or  as  Winston’s  intelligent 
lieutenant,  Comrade  Ndele,  who  smoulders 
with  unrequited  love  for  her  leader. 

Although  Winston  seems  to  cross  the 
border  from  spoof  to  stereotype  in  the  first 
half  of  the  play,  and  although  the  politics 
could  have  been  more  Africa-specific  (that 
jungle  could  have  been  anywhere),  the  inter¬ 
national  politics  were  certainly  far  better 
than  most  suspense/thriller  offerings.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  sexual  politics  were 
reminiscent  of  any  straight  spy  film  from  the 
’50s.  Regretta  and  Comrade  Ndele  skirmish 
cattily  for  Winston’s  notice,  and  then  in  a 
reprise,  Regretta  and  Ulrike  have  a  moment 
of  rivalry  over  Zebediah.  Early  in  the  play 
when  Winston  fends  off  his  mama  as  to  why 
he’s  not  married  yet,  many  of  us  are  primed 
for  a  different  answer  than  the  one  we  get  — 
that  he’s  still  longing  for  Regretta,  the  love 
of  his  student  days.  I’m  not  suggesting  that 
all  of  the  women  should  have  magically 
found  common  ground,  or  that  all  of  the 
principals  should  have  been  queer,  but  I  do 
expect  better  from  San  Francisco  Mime. 
Comrade  Ndele,  for  instance  —  she’d  make 
a  great  dyke. 

One  further  note:  the  two  weekend  nights 
of  this  performance  were  the  first  and  se¬ 
cond  nights  of  Passover,  and  as  Bernice 
Reagon  says,  we’re  sick  and  tired  of  being 
sick  and  tired. ..Why  is  this  major  Jewish 
holiday  a  fresh  surprise  every  year  to  the 
progressive  community? 


Winston  Luthulu  (Shabaka), 


Obeh  Zebediah  (Jesse  Moore)  and  CIA  agent 


Regretta  Johnson 


(Audrey  Smith) 
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Roadwork  Attractions  presents 


Sunday 
April  24,  1988 
8:00  pm 

Symphony  Hall 

301  Massachusetts  Ave. 


^  Photo  by  Roland  L.  Freeman 

Honey  -Re  ftocfc 


Tickets  $12  and  $15 

(All  Seats  Reserved) 

Tickets  available  at: 
Out-of-Town  Tickets 
Arborway  Video  and  Sound 
Wood  and  Strings 
Sandy's  Music 
or  call  Concertcharge 
(617)  497-1118 


Sign  Language  Interpreter 
Wheelchair  Accessible 

For  more  information  call 
Roadwork  Concert  Line 
(202)  483-1010 


